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EXODUS
PRESENTS OR PRESENCE?

M Exodus 33 forces us to answer the ultimate question of faith: Do we want the
blessings of God, or do we want God Himself?

MOVEMENT 1: THE LAND WITHOUT THE LORD (Exodus 33:1-6)

Exodus 33:1-3 (ESV) "The Lord said to Moses, 'Depart; go up from here, you and the
people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which |
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, "To your offspring | will give it." | will
send an angel before you, and | will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Go up to a land flowing with
milk and honey; but | will not go up among you, lest | consume you on the way, for
you are a stiff-necked people.""

"The critical question for our generation—and for every generation—is this: If you
could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth,
and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and
all the natural beauties you ever saw...could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ
were not there?" — John Piper

Exodus 33:4-6 (ESV) "When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned,
and no one put on his ornaments. For the Lord had said to Moses, 'Say to the
people of Israel, "You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single moment | should go
up among you, | would consume you. So now take off your ornaments, that | may
know what to do with you."' Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of
their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward."

2 Corinthians 7:10 (ESV) "For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to
salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death."

V] Regret is focused on self.
] Repentance is focused on God.

Psalm 51:11 (ESV) "Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy
Spirit from me."

MOVEMENT 2: THE TENT OUTSIDE THE CAMP (Exodus 33:7-11)

Exodus 33:7-9 (ESV) The Tent of Meeting "Now Moses used to take the tent

and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of
meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting,
which was outside the camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people
would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had
gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend
and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses."



Exodus 33:10-11 (ESV) "And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing
at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his
tent door. Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to
his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of
Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent."

Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV) Jesus the Great High Priest "Since then we have a great
high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are,
yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need."

Hebrews 13:12 (ESV) "So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify
the people through his own blood."

MOVEMENT 3: THE MARK OF GOD'S PEOPLE (Exodus 33:12-16)

Exodus 33:12-16 (ESV) Moses' Intercession "Moses said to the Lord, 'See, you say
to me, "Bring up this people," but you have not let me know whom you will send
with me. Yet you have said, "I know you by name, and you have also found favor in
my sight." Now therefore, if | have found favor in your sight, please show me now
your ways, that | may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too
that this nation is your people.' And he said, 'My presence will go with you, and |
will give you rest.' And he said to him, 'lf your presence will not go with me, do not
bring us up from here. For how shall it be known that | have found favor in your
sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, |
and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?""

"If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today, 95 percent of what we
do would go on and no one would know the difference. If the Holy Spirit had been
withdrawn from the New Testament church, 95 percent of what they did would
stop, and everybody would know the difference.”" — A.W. Tozer

MOVEMENT 4: HIDDEN IN THE ROCK (Exodus 33:17-23)

Exodus 33:18-23 (ESV) "Moses said, 'Please show me your glory.' And he said, 'l
will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name
"The Lord." And | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy
on whom | will show mercy. But," he said, 'you cannot see my face, for man shall
not see me and live.' And the Lord said, 'Behold, there is a place by me where you
shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by | will put you in a cleft of
the rock, and | will cover you with my hand until | have passed by. Then | will take
away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen."'"

1 Corinthians 10:4 (ESV) "and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank
from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ."

Colossians 3:3 (ESV) "For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God."



