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EXODUS
THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB

Exodus 11:1-5 (NIV) The Plague on the Firstborn ** "Now the Lord had said to Moses, 'l will
bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here,
and when he does, he will drive you out completely. 2 Tell the people that men and women
alike are to ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold.'? (The Lord made the Egyptians
favorably disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was highly regarded in Egypt by
Pharaoh’s officials and by the people.) * So Moses said, 'This is what the Lord says: "About
midnight | will go throughout Egypt. ° Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn
son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the female slave, who is at
her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well.'"

Matthew 12:29 (NIV) “Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off
his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can plunder his house."

Exodus 1:12 (NIV) "But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and
spread."

Exodus 12:1-11 (NIV) "The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 'This month is to be for
you the first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that
on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb[a] for his family, one for each
household. *If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their
nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to
determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. ®> The
animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from
the sheep or the goats. ® Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all
the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. ” Then they are

to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses
where they eat the lambs.  That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire,
along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. ° Do not eat the meat raw or boiled
in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. ° Do not leave any
of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. ** This is how you are to eat it:
with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand.
Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.'

GOSPEL TRUTHS
1. Forgiveness always demands a substitutionary payment.

Romans 3:23 (NIV) " for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,"

2. Anyone standing before God without a legal substitute will perish under the curse
of death.

Exodus 13:11-13 (NIV) “After the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites and gives it
to you, as he promised on oath to you and your ancestors, ?you are to give over to the Lord
the first offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of your livestock belong to the Lord.
13 Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck.
Redeem every firstborn among your sons."



"In an individualistic culture like ours, an adult’s identity and sense of worth is often bound up in abili-
ties and achievements, but in ancient times, all the hopes and dreams of a man and his family rested
in the firstborn son. The call to give up the firstborn son would be analogous to a surgeon giving up the
use of his hands, or of a visual artist losing the use of her eyes... When God brought judgment on Egypt
for enslaving the Israelites, his ultimate punishment was taking the lives of their firstborn. Their first-
borns’ lives were forfeit, because of the sins of the families and the nation. Why? The firstborn son was
the family. So when God told the Israelites that the firstborn’s life belonged to him unless ransomed, he
was saying in the most vivid way possible in those cultures that every family on earth owed a debt to
eternal justice—the debt of sin." — Tim Keller

3. God doesn't just justify you to change your location; He sanctifies you to change your destiny.

Exodus 13:2 (NIV) “Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb
among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.”

1 Corinthians 5:7b (NIV) "For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed."

Exodus 12:26-39 (NIV) "And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to
you?’ 27 then tell them, It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses

of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.” Then the
people bowed down and worshiped. % The Israelites did just what the Lord commanded Moses
and Aaron. ?° At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and
the firstborn of all the livestock as well. *° Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got
up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without
someone dead.

The Exodus 3! During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, 'Up! Leave my
people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. 3? Take your flocks
and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.' 33 The Egyptians urged the people to
hurry and leave the country. 'For otherwise,' they said, 'we will all die!' 3*So the people took
their dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs
wrapped in clothing. * The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for arti-
cles of silver and gold and for clothing. ¢ The Lord had made the Egyptians favorably disposed
toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians. 37
The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men
on foot, besides women and children. 3 Many other people went up with them, and also large
droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. ° With the dough the Israelites had brought from
Egypt, they baked loaves of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had
been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves.

Revelation 7:9-10 (NIV) "After this | looked, and there before me was a great multitude that
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: 'Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb."”

1. Have you received the applied blood?

1 Peter 1:18-19 (NIV) "For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or
gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ances-
tors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect."

John 3:36 (NIV) "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will
not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them."

2. Move from duty to awe
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