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NEXT TIME WILL BE DIFFERENT
John 14:1-3 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to 
be with me that you also may be where I am.”

DIFFERENCES
1. The First Time: Jesus’ arrival happened slowly.
Luke 1:31 (NIV) “The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.’”

The Next Time: Jesus arrival will happen instantly.

1 Corinthians 15:52 (NLT) “It will all happen in a flash, as fast as the twinkling of an eye.”

1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NLT) "The day of the Lord will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night."

Luke 12:39-40 (NLT) “If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming to break in, he’d 
prepare and be ready for it. Likewise, you must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man will return 
when you least expect it.”

Matthew 24:36 (NLT) “No man knows the day or the hour, neither the angels nor the Son, but only 
the Father which is in heaven.”

2. The First Time: Jesus arrival was very quiet.
Luke 2:11 (NIV) “Today in the city of David, a Savior has been born for you. You will find Him in 
Bethlehem, wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
The Next Time: The entire world will hear.
1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NIV) “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a loud command, 
and with the shout of the archangel, and with the great sound, of the trumpet of God.”

3. The First Time: A single star was seen in the sky.
Matthew 2:1-2 (NIV) “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of 
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’”

The Next Time: Jesus will light up the entire sky.

Matthew 24:27 (NIV) “For just as lightning flashes light up the entire sky and everyone can see it, 
so will be the return of the Son of God!”

Matthew 25:31 (NIV) “When I come back in all my glory, all the holy angels will be with me!”

Revelation 19:14 (NIV) “The armies of heaven will be following Him.”

2 Thessalonians 1:7 (NIV) “The Lord will appear with burning fire from heaven and His powerful 
angels.”

Revelation 1:7 (NIV) "He will come in the clouds and every eye will see Him."

4. The First Time: Only a few people honored Him.
John 1:11 “He came into His own people, but His own people did not receive Him.” 
The Next Time: Everybody will honor Him.
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Romans 14:11 (NIV) “As surely as I am the living God, everyone will kneel before me, and everyone 
will confess that I am God!”

Isaiah 45:23 (NIV) “By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will 
not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.”

Philippians 2:9-11 (NIV) “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.”

5. The First Time: Jesus came to save the world.
John 3:16-17 (NIV) “For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life!  God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn it, but to save it!”
The Next Time: Jesus is coming to judge the world.
Acts 17:31 (MSG) "God has set a day when the entire human race will be judged with justice and 
everything set right. And God has already appointed the Judge, confirming him before everyone by 
raising him from the dead."

Romans 2:6-8 (NIV) “God will reward or punish every person for what that person has done. For 
those who have lived for God’s glory and honor...God will reward them with life forever. But for 
those who continue to live for themselves and reject the truth, and follow evil instead of obeying 
God...they will receive God’s anger and punishment.”

6. The First Time: Jesus came to die for our sins.
Ephesians 1:5 (LB) "God’s unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by 
sending Jesus Christ to die for us."
The Next Time: Jesus is coming back to gather His family.
Matthew 24:31 (NCV) "He will send his angels all around the earth, and they will gather his chosen 
people from every part of the world."

Romans 10:9-10 (NIV) “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you 
are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved.”
1 Timothy 3:15 (NCV) “God’s family is the Church of the living God.”

7. The First Time: Jesus came in humility.
Philippians 2:6-8 (NLT) “Though he was God...he made himself nothing, taking on the humble 
position of a servant and becoming a human! And while living as a man he humbled himself even 
further by obediently dying on a cross!”

The Next Time: Jesus is coming as King and Lord of all.
Revelation 21:3 (NLT) “I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, ‘Look, God’s home is now 
among his people! He will live with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with 
them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying 
or pain. All these things are gone forever.’”

HOW DO I GET READY?
Matthew 25:13 (NIV) “You must stay prepared and be ready because you don’t know the day or the 
hour when I’ll come back.”

2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) “The Lord isn’t being slow in keeping his promise to return. Instead he is being patient 
for your sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time for everyone to repent.”


