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THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
WHO IS THE AUTHORITY IN YOUR LIFE?

Life Point:
True life is found not in self-rule, but in surrender to the loving authority of
Jesus and His word.

Matthew 5:17-20 (NIV)

The Fulfillment of the Law

"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly | tell you, until heaven and
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by
any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others
accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practic-
es and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and
the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven."

1. For those outside of Christ (The law remains).

Romans 3:20 (NIV) "Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become con-
scious of our sin."

Galatians 3:10 (NIV) "For all who rely on the works of the law are under
a curse, as it is written: 'Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do
everything written in the Book of the Law.""

Romans 3:19-20 (NIV) "Now we know that whatever the law says, it says
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced
and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in God'’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through
the law we become conscious of our sin."

2. For those in Christ (The law is fulfilled).

Galatians 3:13 (NIV) "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: 'Cursed is everyone who is hung
on a pole."

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NIV) "God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God."



Hebrews 9:13-14 (NIV) "The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer
sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are
outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences
from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!"

Don't pit Jesus against the Old Testament.

John 5:36-47 (NIV) "I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works
that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that | am doing—testify
that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified
concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does
his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You study the
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These
are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to
have life.

41 I do not accept glory from human beings, 42 but | know you. | know that you
do not have the love of God in your hearts. 43 | have come in my Father’s name,
and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in his own name, you will
accept him. 44 How can you believe since you accept glory from one another but
do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?

45 But do not think | will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on
whom your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for
he wrote about me. 47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you
going to believe what | say?"

Luke 24:25-27 (NIV) "He said to them, 'How foolish you are, and how slow to be-
lieve all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these
things and then enter his glory?' And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself."

Take God's word seriously.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV) "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work."

To surrender is to...

Abandon the lie.
Bow the knee.

Begin a daily practice.

Matthew 5:19b (NIV) "Whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven."

Missed a sermon? No problem - all of our sermons are available on the
SCF app and website: scf.tv/sermons



