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BECOME LIKE JESUS

John 15:1-11 (ESV) | Am the True Vine *> “| am the true vine, and my Father is
the vinedresser. ? Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
3Already you are clean because of the word that | have spoken to you. * Abide
in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. °| am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit,
for apart from me you can do nothing. ¢ If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. ” If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. & By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. ° As the Father has
loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love. *°If you keep my command-
ments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's command-
ments and abide in his love. ! These things | have spoken to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full."

“Nurturing a growing spirituality with depth in our present-day culture will
require a thoughtful, conscious, intentional plan for our spiritual lives.” — Pete
Scazzero

There is an immense difference between training to do something and trying
to do something.

Spiritual transformation is not a matter of trying harder but of training wise-
ly.

1 Timothy 4:7-8 (NIV) ” "Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’
tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. é For physical training is of some value,
but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life
and the life to come."

1 Corinthians 9:24-25 (NIV) ?* "Do you not know that in a race all the runners
run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. ?* Every-
one who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever."



1 Corinthians 9:26-27 (NIV) % "Therefore | do not run like someone running aimlessly;
I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. ¥ No, | strike a blow to my body and make it
my slave so that after | have preached to others, | myself will not be disqualified for
the prize."

Matthew 5:19 (NIV) "Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these com-
mands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven,
but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the king-
dom of heaven."

Matthew 7:24-29 (NIV) The Wise and Foolish Builders % “'Therefore everyone who
hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. % The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and
beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.
26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice

is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. % The rain came down, the streams
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."”
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teach-
ing, * because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the
law."

James 1:22(NIV) "Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says."

1 John 2:1-6 (ESV) Christ Our Advocate "My little children, | am writing these things
to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. ? He is the propitiation (or atoning sacrifice) for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by this we
know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. * Whoever says
“I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in
him, ® but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we
may know that we are in him: ® whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the
same way in which he walked.

Philippians 4:9 (NIV) "Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or
seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you."

Missed a sermon? No problem - all of our sermons are available on the
SCF app and website: scftv/sermons



