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BE WITH JESUS

John 15 (ESV) I Am the True Vine  1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-
dresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you 
are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 
in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you ser-
vants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in 
my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will 
love one another.

Philippians 4:13 (NIV) "I can do all this through him who gives me strength."

Galatians 5:13-26 (NIV) Life by the Spirit 13 "You, my brothers and sisters, were 
called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve 
one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, 
watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For 
the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to 
the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever 
you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
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dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did 
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we 
live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other."

Romans 12:2 (NIV) "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will."

HOW WE ARE FORMED

1. The stories we believe.

 "The soul becomes dyed with the color of its thoughts." — Marcus Aurelius

2. Our habits.

"We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit." 
— Aristotle

3. Our relationships.

"You are the average of the five people you spend the most time with." — Jim Rohn

1 Corinthians 15:33 (NKJ) "Do not be deceived: 'Evil company corrupts good habits.'"

4. Our environment.

John 7:37-39 (NIV) 37 "On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and 
said in a loud voice, 'Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever be-
lieves in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.' 
39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. 
Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified."

5. Over time.

“A long obedience in the same direction.” — Eugene Peterson

James 1:4 (NIV) "Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything."

6. Through experiences.


