devotional - week 1

DAY 1

Recognizing Our Idols
Reading: Exodus 20:1-6, Colossians 3:5-11

Devotional: Our hearts are idol factories, constantly creating substitutes for
God. Today's reading reminds us of God's command to have no other gods
before Him. In our modern context, idols often take subtle forms - success, re-
lationships, comfort, or even our own self-image. Reflect on what occupies the
throne of your heart. What do you turn to for security, identity, or joy apart from
God? Remember, as Paul teaches in Colossians, we are called to put to death
whatever belongs to our earthly nature. Ask God to reveal any idols in your life
and give you the strength to dethrone them, allowing Him to reign supreme in
your heart.

DAY 2

The Deceptive Nature of Idolatry
Reading: Jeremiah 2:11-13, 1 John 5:18-21

Devotional: Idols promise much but deliver little. As Jeremiah poignantly de-
scribes, we often exchange the glory of God for worthless idols, forsaking the
spring of living water for broken cisterns that cannot hold water. Our modern
idols - whether money, power, or pleasure - operate in the same way. They
promise fulfillment but leave us empty. John warns us to keep ourselves from
idols, recognizing their deceptive nature. Today, consider the promises your
idols make. How have they failed to deliver? Contrast this with God's faithful-
ness. Pray for discernment to see through the empty promises of idols and to
cling to the true and living God.

DAY 3

Freedom in Christ
Reading: Galatians 5:1-6, John 8:31-36

Devotional: Christ has set us free, yet how often do we return to the slavery of
idolatry? Paul urges us to stand firm in our freedom, not submitting again to a
yoke of slavery. Our idols - whether they be the pursuit of perfection, the need
for control, or the desire for acclaim - enslave us. But Jesus promises that the
truth will set us free. Reflect on areas where you feel bound by expectations,
fears, or desires that have become idolatrous. How can you embrace the free-
dom Christ offers in these areas? Ask God to help you walk in the freedom of
His love and grace today.



DAY 4

Transforming Our Worship
Reading: Romans 12:1-2, Psalm 115:1-8

Devotional: True worship involves offering our whole selves to God.

As we read in Romans, this is our spiritual act of worship. It requires a
transformation of our minds, a reorientation of our desires. The Psalmist
reminds us that we become like what we worship. If we worship idols,
we become spiritually lifeless. But when we worship the living God, we
are transformed into His likeness. Consider today: What shapes your
thoughts, attitudes, and actions? Are you being conformed to the pattern
of this world or transformed by the renewal of your mind? Pray for God to
realign your worship, focusing your heart and mind on Him alone.

DAY 5
Finding Our Identity in Christ
Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Devotional: At the root of idolatry is often a misplaced identity. We look to
our accomplishments, relationships, or possessions to define us. But Paul
reminds us of our true identity in Christ - chosen, adopted, redeemed,
and sealed by the Holy Spirit. In Christ, we are new creations. The old has
gone, the new has come. Today, meditate on your identity in Christ. How
does embracing this identity free you from the need for worldly valida-
tion or success? Ask God to help you live from the security of being His
beloved child, finding your worth and purpose in Him alone.

Missed a sermon? No problem - all of our sermons are available on the
SCF app and website: scf.tv/sermons



