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EASTER
John 20:1-8 (NIV) “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 
tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 
Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Finally, the other disci-
ple, who had reached the tomb first also went inside. He saw and believed.”

Life Point: Jesus is still appearing to people.

THE PEOPLE THAT JESUS APPEARED TO:
1.  Brokenhearted Mary.

John 20:11-14 (NIV) “Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over 
to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, 
one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ 
‘They have taken my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ At 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was 
Jesus.”

Psalm 34:18 (NIV) “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.”

 Jesus isn’t as far away as you think.
John 20:15-16 (NIV) “He asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are look-
ing for?’ Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’ She turned toward 
him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’).”

2.  Doubting Thomas.
John 20:19-20 (NIV) “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.”

John 20:24-28 (NIV) “Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not 
with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the 
Lord!’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 
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Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’”

 Jesus isn’t bothered by your doubts.

Psalm 34:8 (NIV) “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge 
in him.”

3.  The Failure Peter.
Mark 14:30-31 (NIV) “’Truly I tell you,’ Jesus answered, ‘today—yes, tonight—before the 
rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.’ But Peter insisted emphatical-
ly, ‘Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you’...”

Mark 14:71 (NIV) “He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, ‘I don’t know this 
man you’re talking about.’”

Luke 22:60-62 (NIV) “...Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and 
looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: 
‘Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.’ And he went outside and 
wept bitterly.”

Mark 16:7 (NIV) “Go tell his disciples and Peter.”

John 21:3-6 (NIV) “’I’m going out to fish,’ Simon Peter told them, and they said, ‘We’ll go 
with you.’ So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early 
in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 
He called out to them, ‘Friends, haven’t you any fish?’ ‘No.’ they answered. He said, ‘Throw 
your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.’ When they did, they were 
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.”

Luke 5:8 (NIV) “When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, ‘Go away from 
me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’”

John 21:7 (NIV) “Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ As soon 
as Simon Peter heard him say, ‘It is the Lord,’ he wrapped his outer garment around him 
(for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.”

 Jesus isn’t giving up on you.
Romans 5:6-11 (NLT) “When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time 
and died for us sinners. Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, 
though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. But 
God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 
And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly 
save us from God’s condemnation. For since our friendship with God was restored by the 
death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life 
of his Son. So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our 
Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.”

Revelation 3:20 (NLT) “I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.”


