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October 22
OUR CIRCLE OF COMPASSION

Luke 10:25-37 (NIV) "On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
'Teacher,' he asked, 'what must | do to inherit eternal life? What is written in the
Law?' he replied. 'How do you read it?'

He answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as your-
self.” “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. ‘Do this and you will live.” But he
wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’

In reply Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leav-
ing him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when

he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled,
came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to
him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his
own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look after him,” he said, “and when |
return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.”

Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands
of robbers?’ The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus
told him, ‘Go and do likewise.”

Luke 4:18-19 (NIV) “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prison-
ers and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year
of the Lord’s favor.”

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 (NIV) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us

to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”

Luke 10:31 (NLT) "By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying
there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant
walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side."



WHAT CAN WE TAKE AWAY FROM THIS?

1.

2.

Love leaves

Love is an

Love is a circle of compassion with outside of it.

Luke 18:10-14 (NLT) “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and
the other was a despised tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this
prayer: ‘| thank You, God, that | am not a sinner like everyone else. For | don’t cheat,

I don’t sin, and | don’t commit adultery. I’'m certainly not like that tax collector! | fast
twice a week, and | give You a tenth of my income.”

But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as
he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for
I am a sinner. | tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before
God..."”

HOW DO WE ENLARGE OUR CIRCLE OF COMPASSION?

1.

Realize that you were once far from God, yet you were

Realize that Jesus sees every person as
of His compassion and mercy.

Repent your

»

Realize God says “care for the poor because

John 13:34 (NIV) "A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have
loved you, so you must love one another."

Missed a sermon? No problem - all of our sermons are posted online:
scftv/sermons



