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THE STORY

THE RETURN HOME
 Your ______________ is no _________________ for God’s ________________.

COMING BACK HOME:

1. God will _________________________________________
Ezra 1:1-4 “In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the 
Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make 
a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: This is what Cyrus 
king of Persia says: ‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 
Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple 
of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be 
with them. And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the people are 
to provide them with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill 
offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.’”

2. Things need to be ______________________________________
Ezra 3:3 “Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built the altar on its 
foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the Lord, both the morning and 
evening sacrifices.”

3. Stay ________________ to the enemy’s schemes.
Ezra 4:3 “…You have no part with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will 
build it for the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, commanded 
us.”

4. Remain open to ____________________________.
Haggai 1:3-9 “Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: ‘Is 
it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house 
remains a ruin?’ Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Give careful thought to 
your ways. You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have 
enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. 
You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.’ This is what the Lord 
Almighty says: ‘Give careful thought to your ways. Go up into the mountains and 
bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be 
honored,’ says the Lord. ‘You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What 
you brought home, I blew away. Why?’ declares the Lord Almighty. ‘Because of my 
house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. There-
fore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. I 


