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THE STORY
A KINGDOM TORN IN TWO

1 Kings 11:9-13 "The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had
turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.
10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not
keep the Lord’s command. So the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this is your atti-
tude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which | commanded
you, | will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one
of your subordinates. Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, | will not
do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. Yet | will not
tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of
David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which | have chosen.”

1. Getting your focus off is the cause of sin

Matthew 22:37-40 "Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’” This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

2. The purpose of your life:

1 Kings 16:29-33 "In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of
Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over Israel twenty-two
years. Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those
before him. He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son
of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sido-
nians, and began to serve Baal and worship him. He set up an altar for Baal in
the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. Ahab also made an Asherah pole
and did more to arouse the anger of the LORD, the God of Israel, than did all
the kings of Israel before him"



1 Kings 21:25-26 "There was never anyone like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in
the eyes of the LORD, urged on by Jezebel his wife. He behaved in the vilest manner
by going after idols, like the Amorites the LORD drove out before Israel."

3. Sin will take you than you want to go, keep you than you

want to stay, and cost you than you want to pay.

4. God relentlessly pursues

5. The prayer of a righteous person is

James 5:16-18 "The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. Elijah
was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and
it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the heav-
ens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.
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