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THREE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT JOY: 

1.  JESUS’S BIRTH IS THE _________________________________

Isaiah 40:3–5  - "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
     “Prepare the way of the Lord; 
     Make straight in the desert 
     A highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be exalted 
     And every mountain and hill brought low; 
     The crooked places shall be made straight 
     And the rough places smooth; 
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
     And all flesh shall see it together; 
     For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 
Luke 1:11–17 - “Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right 
side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was 
gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your 
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to 
give him the name John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to 
take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even 
from birth. Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

2. IT IS A JOY ___________________________ TO EXPERIENCE GOD.

Luke 1:18–20 - “Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an 
old man and my wife is well along in years.”  The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. 
I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell 
you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day 
this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their 
proper time.” 
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Luke 1:57–61 - “When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave 
birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown 
her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 
name him after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, “No! 
He is to be called John.” 
They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” 

3. OUR JOY COMES FROM _____________________________________

Luke 1:62 - "Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would 
like to name the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s 
astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.”

Luke 1:64 - "Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, 
and he began to speak, praising God."

Luke 1:65 - “The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill 
country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who 
heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” 
For the Lord’s hand was with him.” 

OUR RESPONSE TO JOY:  ____________________________________

Luke 2:10 - “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 

Luke 2:15-16 - “When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, 'Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us about.'  So they hurried off and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger."

Luke 2:17   - "When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child,  and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them”. 


