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FRUIT THAT IS ALWAYS IN SEASON
GOODNESS

Galatians 5:22-23

I.  Goodness defined - Complete moral excellence but not as moral excellence alone.   
	 Goodness	is	giving	to	others	what	is	good	and	beneficial.	It	is	a	willingness	to	be		 	
 generous. It is goodness doing good to others. 

II.  The goodness of God - 2 Chronicles 5:13-14
 A.  More than 20 times the Bible declares that God is good
  1. This is a fundamental aspect of the character of God
  2. Just like He is life and love 
  3. Because God is love, everything He does is an expression of His love
  4. In the same way everything He does is an expression of His goodness

 B.  Pictures of God’s goodness
  Psalm 31:19  
	 	 1.	How	great	-	Both	a	question	and	an	exclamation
  2. Stored up - on stock in the warehouse of God’s grace
  3. Blessing them before the watching world  
   
  Romans 2:4 -	God	doesn’t	scold,	belittle,	or	mock	us	into	repentance	

  James 1:17 - Whatever is good in our lives has its source in Go  

III.   The goodness of man
 A.  Like all the fruit the world has a version of goodness

   1. It’s not a product of God inside
   2. It’s a product of man doing what man has decided is good 
 
 B.  Here’s what God says

  Mark 10:18, Romans 3:11-12, Romans 7:18 

 C.  I’m a good person is one of the great deceptions of our day
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IV.  The fruit of goodness
 A.  Good trees produce good fruit - Matthew 12:33 
  1. We don’t focus on trying to do good things or to be kind and gentle

  2. We focus on being a good tree 

  3. So how do we make the tree of our lives good?

 B.  The result of a process with many factors
  1. The seed of God’s word

  2. The light of life in Christ

  3. The rain of the Holy Spirit

  4. The soil of a born-again heart

 C.  The fruit of a tree is not for the tree
  1. Trees don’t eat their own fruit

	 	 2.	To	partake	of	fruit,	we	must	find	it	in	God	and	each	other

 D.  God desires the world to experience His goodness
  Psalm 33:4-5 – The earth is full of God’s goodness

  Psalm 107:8-9 – Man doesn’t see or appreciate that

  Psalm 34:8 –	God	desires	this	to	be	our	testimony

  


