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Rediscover Christmas

FINDING LOVE IN OUR DIFFERENCES

Matthew 2:1-8 “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of 
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have 
come to worship him. When king Herod heard this he was troubled as well as 
all the people in Jerusalem.  Herod called a meeting of the leading priests and 
all the teachers of the law and he asked them where the Christ would be born.  
They answered, ‘In the town of Bethlehem in Judea’  Then Herod had a secret 
meeting with the wise men and he learned from them the exact time that they 
saw the star.  He sent the wise men to Bethlehem saying, ‘Look carefully for the 
child.  When you find him come directly and tell me so I can worship him too.’” 
(NIV)

Matthew 2:9-12 “After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and 
the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And having 
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route. 

1. Jesus Christ is _________________________________

1 John 4:7-16 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his 
love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. This is how 
we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them 
and they in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.”  (NIV)
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2. The Love of Jesus  _________________________________

John 13:34-35 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another. (NIV)

3. The Love of Jesus  _________________________________

Matthew 5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” 
(NIV)

Luke 10:30-35 “A traveler was robbed and beaten and left for dead on the side of 
the road. A priest came along and crossed the road to avoid the bloody scene. An 
assistant priest did the same. But finally a Samaritan came along and saw the man, 
and stopped to help. The Samaritan bandaged the man’s wounds, put him on his 
donkey, and delivered him to an inn, where he paid the innkeeper to take care of the 
man until the Samaritan could return. (NIV)

1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” (NIV)

Benediction
Ephesians 3:17-19 “And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 
may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. (NIV


