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The PEACE Plan

One of the five purposes of the church is Mission. Having every member living
life on mission is as important to their own discipleship as it is to the advance-
ment of the Kingdom. However, church missions are often limited to a few
missionaries, a denominational board or to para-church organizations, minimiz-
ing the “mutual transformation” that comes when God’s people carry out God’s
purposes.

'The PEACE Plan offers a proven approach to member-centered local and global
missions. One church connects with another, and that church connects with
another mobilizing its members to mission.

Ordinary people, empowered by God,

making a difference together, wherever they are.

THE MISSION OF GOD is:

The worship of God, the mercy of God, everywhere.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth! That

your beloved ones may be delivered, give salvation by your right hand and answer

me! Psalm 108:5-6 (ESV)

'The church has the biblical mandate, the product, the process, and the distribu-
tion network.

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne
and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs fo
our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” Revelation 7:9-10 (NIV)

The PEACE Plan addresses five global giants and an antidote for each one.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

'This Study Guide has been made to coincide with the 5 sermons beginning

'Thursday, February 6 and Sunday, February 9. There are pages available to take
notes at each sermon, followed by Small Group study questions based on a video
that will be shown at Small Group, and Daily Personal Devotions. Day 1 of the
Personal Devotions will correspond with the Thursday or Sunday of the sermon
for the week.

Daily Podcast - There will also be a daily Podcast to go with each day Be sure
that you are on the same day of the Podcast as your daily devotional. To listen
to the Your Daily Bible Podcast by Kurt Barnes go to: scf.tv/your-daily-bi-
ble-podcast/ or search for it on Spotify or Apple Podcasts.
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WEEKEND SERMON NOTES

HOW TO RECONCILE A RELATIONSHIP

James 3:18 “Ihose who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of
goodness.” (NLT)

James 4:1-2 “What leads to strife, discord and feud, and how do conflicts, quarrels and
fighting originate among you? ‘Ihey arise from your own selfish and sinful desires that
are always at war inside you. You are jealous and covet what others have... You burn
with envy and anger and aren’t able to obtain the gratification you seek, so you fight

and war. You don’t have because you don’t ask God.” (Amp)

Romans 8:7 “For the sinful nature is always hostile fo God. It never did obey God’s
laws, and it never will.” (NLT)

THE CAUSE OF CONFLICT:

THE CURE FOR CONFLICT:

1.

Colossians. 1:21-22 At one time you were far away from God and were His
enemies because of the evil things you did and thought. But now, by means of the
death of His Son, God has made you His friends, in order to bring you, holy, pure,
and faultless, into His presence.” (GN)

Acts 13:39 “Everyone who believes in Jesus is freed from all guilt and declared
right with God —something the Law of Moses could never do.” (NLT)

James 1:5 “If you want to know what God wants you to do, ask Him, and He will
gladly tell you.” (LB)

Matthew 5:23-24 “If you're standing before the altar in the Temple, giving an
offering to God, and you suddenly remember someone has something against you
leave your offering there beside the altar. Go first and be reconciled to that person.
Then come and offer your gift to God.” (NLT)

§ SESSION 1



Matthew 7:3,5 “Why do you notice the little piece of dust in your friend’s eye, but
you don’t notice the big piece of wood in your own eye? First, take the wood out

of your own eye. Then you will see clearly to take the dust out of your friend’ eye.”
(NCV)

5.
James 1:19 “Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.” (NLT)
Romans 15:2 “...we must bear the ‘burden’ of being considerate of the doubts and
Jfears of others...” (LB)
6.
Romans 5:6 “When we were unable to help ourselves, at the moment of our need,
Christ died for us, although we were living against God.” (NCV)
Romans 5:10 “We were God’s enemies, but we were reconciled to Him through
the death of His Son.” (NIV)
7.

Reconciliation = reestablish the relationship
Resolution = resolve every issue

GOD’S GOAL FOR HIS CHURCH

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 “God has restored our relationship with Him through Christ,
and has given us the ministry of restoring relationships. He did not hold people’s faults
against them, and He has given us this message of restored relationships to tell others.
We are Christ’s representatives... We beg you on bebalf of Christ to become reunited
with God.” (GW)

Matthew 5:9 “God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children
of God.” (NLT)

WHO DO INEED TO RECONCILE WITH?

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION 9
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SESSION 1-- SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

MAIN VERSE

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, no longer
counting people’s sins against them. And He gave us this wonderful
message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making
his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back

to God!”
2 Corinthians 5:19-20 (NLT)

VIEW VIDEO (Notes below)

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION 11



GIANT #1 SPIRITUAL EMPTINESS

People living without hope, purpose, meaning, God. This leads to broken
relationships and reconciliation issues, battles, and divisions.

Questions:

Personal: What effect does spiritual emptiness have on an individual? Can any-
one share a testimony of how you felt spiritually empty before knowing Christ?

Local: What effect does spiritual emptiness have on your neighborhood or local
community? Provide specifics if possible.

Global: What effect does spiritual emptiness have on our country? On the
world? Provide specifics if possible.

JESUS’ ANTIDOTE: PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s
sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are
Christs ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when
we plead, “Come back to God!”

2 CORINTHIANS 5:19-20 (NLT)

THE FIVE COMMISSIONS OF JESUS

Commission 1:

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
MATTHEW 28:19-20 (NIV)
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Commission 2:
“Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. Anyone who believes
and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned.
These miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons
in my name, and they will speak in new languages. They will be able to handle snakes
with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, it won't hurt them. They will be able
to place their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.”.

MARK 16:15-18 (NLT)

Commission 3:
This message of salvation should be taken from Jerusalem to all the nations: There is
forgiveness of sins for all who turn to me.

LUKE 24:47 (TLB)

Commission 4:
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.
JOHN 20:21 (NIV)

Commission 5:
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and fo the ends of the earth.

ACTS 1:8 (NIV)

Questions:
Personal: Who's responsibility is it to share the message “Come back to God!”?

Local: If a Church our size took the previous question seriously, what impact
would that have on our local community? Provide some specifics if possible.

Global: What are some of the people groups from the “world” that you come
into contact with on a daily basis? How could you (we) take this message of
reconciliation to God to them?

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION 13



PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

DAY 1 - JEFF DAVIDSON

Through him (Jesus) God reconciled everything to himself. He made
peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood
on the cross. This includes you who were once far away from God. You
were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions.
Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in
his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence,
and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single

Sfault.
Colossians 1:20-22

RECONCILIATION:

To restore to a condition which has been lost.

To make thoughts and thinking consistent and compatible. To bring into har-
mony.

Everything, in all of creation, was broken and lost by man’s sin. But through
Jesus all that was broken has been brought back into compatibility and harmony
with God. We may not see that with our eyes but in the heart of God it is ac-
complished. God works that way. In His heart He makes a decision based on the
goodness of His will and then He declares it as done. Then He begins to move
us into what He has finished. We are a work in progress but at the same time we
are absolutely reconciled to God.

'This passage tells us that He sees us as holy, blameless, and without a single fault.
He sees us through the shed blood and finished work of Jesus, our savior, on the
cross. That’s what it means to be reconciled and that’s who we, who believe and
have accepted this awesome gift, are. It has begun with us, God’s people, and
now He wants us to take it to a world that desperately needs to experience what
Jesus has done.

14 DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 1



What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION
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PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

DAY 2 - JEFF DAVIDSON

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed
away, and see, the new has come! Everything is from God, who has
reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation. That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to him~
self, not counting their trespasses against them, and he has committed the
message of reconciliation to us. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,
since God is making his appeal through us. We plead on Christs behalf:
“Be reconciled to God.” He made the one who did not know sin to be sin
for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Being reconciled to God means that we are now in Christ. Before, we were in
Adam, but now that and everything it signifies has changed. This idea of being in
Christ is one of Paul’s favorite ways to describe folks who have been reconciled
to God. In fact, he uses this phrase, or one like it, over 100 times in his writings
and I think that it’s really important that we endeavor to develop a mentality of
being in Christ.

Reconciliation with God results in more than just a makeover. According to this
passage, we are now a new creation. Something essential and total has happened
to us in our inner man. We have been made the righteousness of God. The idea
is that there was an exchange that took place. Jesus took our sin and gave us His
righteousness. Now that we have been reconciled to God He intends that we
should be reconcilers. He has given us the message and made us the agents of
reconciliation. That message is a very simple one; God is not mad at you! He’s
not counting up and cataloging your sins. He’s forgiven you and made a way for
you to come back to Him.

Paul says that we are ambassadors for Christ. We have been appointed, autho-
rized and sent to represent our King and His Kingdom. We are to carry His
message, represent His interests, and demonstrate His heart in a land that is
foreign to us and to a people who don’t yet know the love and goodness of our
King.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION
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PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

DAY 3 - JEFF DAVIDSON

That kind of wisdom doesn’t come from above. It is earthly and selfish and
comes from the devil himself. Whenever people are jealous or selfish, they cause
trouble and do all sorts of cruel things. But the wisdom from above is first of all
pure. 1t is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others.

1t is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.
And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of

righteousness.
James 3:15-18

The essence of reconciliation is peace, peace with God, and from that, peace with
other people, and finally peace with creation. In these verses, James talks about
peacemakers and I think we could just as easily see this idea in terms of being
agents of reconciliation. That’s what the ministry of reconciliation is all about;
letting people know that they need not fear an attack from God because He has
declared peace.

I find it interesting that the verse preceding the one about peacemakers is one
that describes the wisdom that comes from God. It seems that in order to be
effective peacemakers, we must subscribe to and operate in this Godly wisdom.
Let’s take a quick look at its characteristics: pure, peace loving, willing to yield,
full of mercy and good deeds, and without favoritism. These are all reminiscent
of God’s love and the fruit of the Spirit. This Godly wisdom is set in contrast
with devilish wisdom which is full of jealousy and selfishness. Folks who operate
in that kind of “wisdom” cause trouble and do all kinds of cruel things. They are
certainly not peacemakers. They are not reconcilers.

Finally our passage tells us that peacemakers plant seeds of peace. By our actions
that demonstrate the characteristics of Godly wisdom, we sow peace and will
reap a harvest of righteousness. I don't think he is talking about the harvest
happening in our lives because we are already righteous and there is nothing we
can do to increase or diminish that reality. Then it must mean that the harvest of
righteousness will come from the lives into whom the seeds of peace are sown.
Imagine that. That’s awesome! We actually have the potential to affect that kind
of change in people’s lives.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION
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PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

DAY 4 - JEFF DAVIDSON

Jesus continued going around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease
and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he felt compassion for them, be-
cause they were distressed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he
said to his disciples, "The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. There-
fore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.
Matthew 9:35-38

It was prophesied of Jesus that He would be named the Prince of Peace, and that
when He came He would shine like a light in the darkness to guide us into the
way of peace. Since we know that Jesus fulfilled every prophetic word that was
spoken about Him, we have to conclude that His day in and day out activity was
geared toward that end. His ministry of preaching, teaching and healing was a
big part of how He was guiding us into the way of peace. In fact, several times
after having healed someone He told them to go in peace.

'These are all ways that Jesus was reconciling people to the original dream that
God had for humanity. God's desire and plan was never that we would live in
brokenness and ignorance. That's the darkness that Jesus came to dispel by being

the light.

As Jesus looked out at the huge crowds following Him, He was grieved by their
condition and somewhat frustrated that He, by Himself, was unable to give each
and every one of them what they needed. Lots of folks would have thought,
"Well all T can do is all I can do", but not Jesus. He wasn't willing to let people
who needed to be reconciled continue in their estrangement from God and His
goodness. So His response was to duplicate Himself. He called His disciples to
pray. Not that there would be a greater harvest but that there would be ample
workers to bring in the huge harvest that already existed. He wants us to pray
but He also wants us to be willing to be the answer to this prayer, to go into the
harvest and touch people's lives. This, my friends, is the ministry of reconcilia-
tion.

20 DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 4



What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION
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PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

DAY 5 - JEFF DAVIDSON

Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is near. Heal the
sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give

as freely as you have received! “Don’t take any money in your money
belts—no gold, silver, or even copper coins. Don't carry a traveler’s bag
with a change of clothes and sandals or even a walking stick. Don’t hesi-

tate to accept hospitality, because those who work deserve to be fed.
Matthew 10:7-10

Promoting reconciliation is the Church’s response and antidote to the world-sys-
tem giant of spiritual emptiness. The devil and his kingdom, the system of this
world, have established 5 global giants for the advancing of his agenda; stealing,
killing and destroying. We the Church have been called and sent to administer
to the people caught and held prisoner the Jesus antidote: life and life more
abundantly.

That’s what Jesus did each and every day of His earthly life. He went everywhere
teaching, preaching, healing, and breaking bondages. That’s why He was sent by
the Father.

He was sent to bring Good News to the poor, to proclaim that captives will be
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the
time of the Lord’s favor has come.

Jesus tells us that just as the Father sent Him, He has sent us into the world.
Just as you sent me into the world, I am sending them into the world.” John 17:18

Today’s passage is a picture of that sending. There are many things we could
glean from these verses but suffice it to say that we are sent on a mission of love,
service, and faith. Knowing that the Father has promised to protect and provide
for us releases us to sacrifice and serve our neighbors across the street and the
billions around the world.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..

PROMOTE RECONCILIATION
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PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

DAY 6 - JEFF DAVIDSON

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”1hey replied, “Some say John the
Baptist; others, Elijab; still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But you,”
he asked them, “who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus responded, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock 1
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will have been

loosed in heaven.”
Matthew 16:13-19

In this passage Jesus asked His disciples the all important question “Who do you
say that I am?” Our effectiveness at promoting reconciliation totally depends on
who we say Jesus is. Do we have a fresh, living understanding of this or is our
answer to this question based on a once upon a time experience with Him? If
our relationship with Him is vibrant, then our presentation of what He has done
and wants to do in the lives of others will be also, and that is attractive.

When Jesus says to Peter that He will build His church on “this rock” thankfully
He isn't talking about the man Peter. Rather He is talking about the fresh and
dynamic understanding of who He is.

He goes on to say that this church will be equipped with the keys of the King-
dom of heaven and because of this two powerful things will happen. First, the
gates of hell will not be able to overpower or stand against us. Second, we will
have the authority to bind and loose what has been bound and loosed in heaven.
Other translations say “prohibit and permit” or “lock and open” in place of bind
and loose. That’s what keys do. We have been given those keys in order to free
people up so that they can find their way into being reconciled to God. That’s
His dream for their lives and His call on our lives.

We must not let the keys go unused.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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PROMOTE RECONCILIATION

DAY 7 - JEFF DAVIDSON

Blessed (enjoying enviable happiness, spiritually prosperous—uwith
life-joy and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, regardless of their
outward conditions) are the makers and maintainers of peace, for they

shall be called the sons of God!
Matthew 5:9

This verse comes from Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount and specifically,
the part we call the Beatitudes. It is a discourse on the nature and operation

of the Kingdom of God. It directs us in the desires of our hearts and thoughts
and shows us the effect of the Kingdom when those things come into line with

God’s.

I chose the Amplified translation because of the rich and colorful description
it gives of the sense of the verse. Notice the amplification of the word blessed.
Wow! That’s a place I want to live. It’s the place where peacemakers will live if
they take hold of the promise.

It says that peacemakers (promoters of reconciliation) will be called sons of
God. The distinction between sons and children is an important one. First, let
me say that sons is not gender specific. There are both male and female sons

in God’s economy. It is, however, a distinction between mature and immature.
Sons are those who are positioned to inherit the blessing of God in their lives;
and peacemakers are those who have positioned themselves as sons. This is the
case because the blessing of God must be handled with the benefit of others as a
primary focus. Children are the center of their own universe and thus they would
be the focus of the blessing that came to them. So maturity is a key component
of living in the blessing of God and maturity is measured in selflessness.

God told Abraham that he would be blessed in order to be a blessing. Certainly
Abraham enjoyed the blessing in his own life, but God’s dream was much bigger
than one person or family. In fact, God told Abraham that through him every
family on earth would be blessed and the fulfillment of that came through Jesus
Christ.

Folks who promote reconciliation are twice blessed because of what they expe-
rience in their own lives, but more so because of what flows out of their lives to
others.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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WEEKEND SERMON NOTES

EQUIPPING SERVANT LEADERS
THE SERVANT LEADER INYOU

Proverbs 11:14 “Without wise leadership, a nation is in trouble.” (NLT)

Zechariah 10:2 “The people wander about like lost sheep. “Ihey are in trouble because
they have no leader.” (TEV)

Luke 22:26 “The one who serves you best will be your leader.” (LB)

Matthew 20:28 “Even 1, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve
others, and to give my life as a ransom for many.” (NLT)

Three different problems with leadership in our world today:

1. We don'’t know the difference between and

2. We suffer from a shortage of good leadership in

3. We have the in the wrong places.
What is a servant leader?
1. Servant Leaders

John 13:15 [ Jesus]“l have given you an example to follow. Now do as I have done
to you.” (NLT)

1 Timothy 4:12 “...set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in
faith and in purity.” (NIV)

1 Peter 2:12 “People who do not believe are living all around you... Live such
good lives that they will see the good things you do and will give glory to God on
the day when Christ comes again.” (NCV)

2. Servant Leaders
Matthew 4:19 [ Jesus] “Come along with Me and I will show you how to fish for
the souls of men!” (LB)
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2 Timothy 2:2 “Pass on what you heard from me... to reliable leaders who are
competent to teach others.” (Mes)

Personal: What do I know how to do and who could I share it with?

Servant Leaders
Matthew 5:18 [ Jesus] I tell you the truth...” (NIV) (78 times)

Proverbs 20:28 “Love and truth form a good leader; sound leadership is founded
on loving integrity.” (Mes)

Jeremiah 9:5a “Friend deceives friend, and no one speaks the truth.” (NIV)

Ephesians 4:15 “By speaking the truth in a spirit of love, we must grow up in
every way to Christ...” (TEV)

Servant Leaders
Matthew 12:13 Jesus said fo the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it
out and it was completely restored.” (NIV)

Jobn 6:5-6 “When Jesus looked out and saw the large crowd, he said to Philip,
Where can you buy bread to feed these people.” He said this fo stretch Philip’s
faith. He already knew what He was going to do.” (Mes)

Mark 9:23 “What do you mean, If I can’?” Jesus asked. Anything is possible if a
person believes.” (NLT)

Servant Leaders
Titus 2:14 Jesus gave Himself for us so He might pay the price to free us from all
evil...” (NCV)

Hebrews 13:16 “Don’t forget to do good and to help one another, because these are
the sacrifices that please God.” (TEV)

Ephesians 4:1 ... Lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by
God.” (NLT)
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SESSION 2 - SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS

MAIN VERSE

You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many re-
liable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trutworthy people who

will be able to pass them on to others.
2 Timothy 2:2 (NLT)

VIEW VIDEO (Notes below)
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GIANT #2 EGOCENTRIC LEADERSHIP

Selfish leaders who lead for their own benefit (corruption)

Questions:

Personal: What effect does egocentric leadership have on us as individuals? Can
anyone share a testimony of a situation where an egocentric leader (boss, teacher,
parent, government) negatively impacted your life?

Local: What effect does egocentric leadership have on your neighborhood or
local community? Provide specifics if possible.

Global: What effect does egocentric leadership have on our country? On the
world? ('This topic is hard! We’re not looking for political arguments. Focus on
the larger scale not just the individual leaders.)

JESUS’ ANTIDOTE: EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS

Jesus said we are to be different than godless leaders.

But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord
it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 26 But
among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your
servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. 28 For
even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give bis life as a
ransom for mary.

MATTHEW 20:25-28 (NLT)

1 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.
JOHN 10:11 (NLT)

Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by your own good
example.

1 PETER 5:3 (NLT)
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You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses.
Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to
others.

2 TIMOTHY 2:2( NLT)

1 have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you.

JOHN 13:15 (NLT)

But among you it will be different. Those who are the greatest among you should take
the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant.

LUKE 22:26 (NLT)

Questions:

Personal:
1. How many people do you have to lead in order to be a leader? (correct answer: 1)

2. Why is it so difficult to see ourselves as leaders?

3. What is something that you know how to do that you could teach someone
else to do?

4. Has a servant leader ever made a positive impact on your life? If so, how?

Local: In what areas of our local community are there opportunities for us to
demonstrate servant leadership?

Global: What is something that you know how to do that you could teach

someone else to do cross culturally, locally, or on a short term mission trip?
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EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS

DAY 8 - MARK HUNTER

...for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order fo fulfill his

good purpose.
Philippians 2:13

Equipped by a memory

One of my earliest memories was that of being a Boy Scout at Camp Cibola in
Eastern New Mexico. My favorite merit badge class was pioneering. Fascinat-
ed with what you could do with a rope, we built the most amazing pioneering
tower that extended 20’in the air, was strong and sturdy, and had a deck that 2-3
Scouts could safely stand on. It was a breathtaking project for one who was but
11 years old. We worked in unity — serving each other at every step of construc-
tion and each in our patrol had the opportunity to lead a part of the project. It
cemented my future calling. Even today I remember each knot and it’s use, each
lashing and how to raise a tower from logs and rope on the ground.

But the true lesson I learned was not what the boy, me in this case, could do with
the rope, but what the rope did for the boy. Through that youthful memory using
simple tools and being led by a strong teacher, I was being equipped, beginning
to learn the core values of preparation, leadership and service to others. I was
being equipped for a lifelong passion of serving others. Little did I know at that
young age, and for many years to come, that God was working in me through
the details of learning knots. Little did I know how those memories were teach-
ing service and leadership. He takes simple memories to shape the heart of a
servant leader.

Today’s Reflection: Have you ever experienced a moment that became a mem-
ory - becoming an equipping moment? How were you being shaped — gifted in
that moment to serve others? How did the Lord take that moment to call you
and prepare you to lead - to serve others? What has the impact been throughout
your life? And is it still moving you to serve others?

Today’s Prayer: Lord, let today be a day of discovery; discovery of how you
equipped me through experience, and a discovery of the giftings you placed in
my life. Let me learn how to apply my gifting to serve others. Amen!
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS

DAY 9 - MARK HUNTER

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feez‘. 1 have set you an example that you should

do as I have donefaryau.
John 13:14-15

Equipped by serving

At Union Gospel Mission there are many volunteers that serve in many capac-
ities; serving food, cleaning sleeping areas, providing chapel services, haircuts,
mentoring, and teaching in the learning center. But one of the most powerful
volunteers at UGM is 5 feet tall, in her 70’s and is a retired nurse. Without fail
she arrives at the men’s mission each Wednesday morning, sets up in the mission
barber shop to wash, clean, and nurse the feet of our homeless brothers and
sisters.

She gently, through word and movement, removes tired and worn out shoes and
socks from those that haven’t had a change of clothing for weeks or even longer.
She cleans their feet with warm water, soap, and cleansing medicine — then
dresses the wounds and sores with necessary bandaging, finally replacing the old
socks and footwear with new. All the while comforting the broken person in
front of her, speaking and praying hope into their weary, tired soul. It is one of
the most uplifting yet simple acts of kindness that one will ever witness.

Her example for her action is what the Lord did for His disciples. Equipped
in so many ways, she could have done anything else at the mission but by His
example, she chooses to serve simply by cleaning feet, in turn becoming a role
model and leader for other volunteers.

Today’s Reflection: Have you ever been called to serve in a way that is beyond
your comfort level? What did that experience reveal? Did it equip you in unex-
pected ways? Are you comfortable and willing to lead others to do the same?

Today’s Prayer: Lord let me be open to serving in ways that serve you. Open
my heart to serving and leading others to serve. Provide me the opportunity, by
serving others, to draw closer to you. Amen.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS
DAY 10 - MARK HUNTER

For lack of guidance a nation falls,

but victory is won through many advisers.
Proverbs 11:14

Equipped by others

As a young college graduate with a new job in hand, I knew it all! I had educa-
tion and knew all the concepts there were to be the most successful non-profit
manager --- ever!

Through exceptional planning and execution, we were ready to put on the big-
gest and largest fundraising event ever. We were set to win! But alas — I didn’t
take the key advice of my experienced leadership team — combined, more than
65 years of experience with event fundraising. I didn’t pay attention to building
relationships nor did I listen very well. It was one of the most devastating failures
of my professional career, not to mention embarrassing. I was humbled to tears.
In the afterglow of the event and speaking to a respected team leader — I learned
to press in with those around me, to look to the collective wisdom of others. I
learned that victory comes from those the Lord puts in our path.

Today’s Reflection. Have you ever failed by thinking that you had it all together
and didn’t need others? Can you recall a time that you pressed in with others
and were able to claim victory? Which experience was more fulfilling? Which
experience honored God best? Are you equipped to lead others by taking advice,

knowledge, wisdom from others?

Today’s Prayer: Lord, let me learn of the advisors in my life. Prepare me to re-
ceive guidance and counsel to make wise decisions. Help victory be achieved by
letting others speak wisdom into my life. Amen.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS
DAY 11 - MARK HUNTER

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for

ever and ever! Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21

Equipped by pain

Bottom of the barrel --- broke, broken, divorced, emotionally devastated, lonely,
alone, unemployed, and in a new town. It’s how life started for me when I moved
to Silverton, Oregon. I never dreamed that this would be my life at 47 years old.
I remember my first night here alone, sitting in my RV at the Silver Spur in

the dark — tears running down my face crying out, 'm not sure to who, but my
thoughts were only that my life was over. The only hope that I held onto at that
time was that of my first-grade son — the reason that I was even in Oregon.
'There was no way that the Lord was going to help me...was there? There was no
way that I could be more than what I was at that moment, my imagination was
limited.

But God was not limited — He heard my cry. From that moment on I began

to see the pieces of the puzzle come together. It was not easy, and I have fallen
short many times since, but the Lord, through others and a grace filled place,
started healing in my life, helping me exceed through my pain and beyond my
imagination. The Lord, through the pain, the loss, the despair in my life had been
equipping me to help others, to serve and to lead.

Today’s Reflection. What can you imagine for your future? Have you ever
thought that the Lord has more for you and more for you to do? Have the pain-
ful times in your life equipped you and provided opportunities to serve others —
to lead others through their own desperation?

Today’s Prayer. Lord, I pray for those that are in pain, who can't see past today
because of despair, brokenness, and desperation. I lift them up to you and ask
that if there is an opportunity for you to place me in their path, that you do.
Please allow my pain to equip me rather than debilitate me. Amen.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS
DAY 12 - MARK HUNTER

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards

of God’s varied grace.
1 Peter 4:10

Equipped by sacrifice

Being equipped to be a servant leader means that sometimes you must step out
of your role as leader and let others lead. In the movie Hoosiers you can find a
great example of leadership by sacrifice. The movie is about a disgraced college
basketball coach who once back on his feet leads an Indiana High School to
the state championship. During an important key game, the coach sacrifices his
leadership role by getting thrown out of a game on purpose, letting one of the
boy’s fathers coach the last few minutes. He knew it was an opportunity to let
someone else lead — to gain confidence in himself and to see his self-worth. The
father was dealing with being an alcoholic and had very little self-esteem. The
team won that game, the son saw a new man in his father, and the coach served
everyone through sacrificing his own leadership.

In the movie the father did fall again — but after his failure he realized that he
was better equipped to help himself, repaired the damage he had done with his
son, and took the path to full recovery.

Today’s Reflection. What was the coach’s gifting, how did he serve others with
his gift? Have you ever had someone sacrifice themselves to elevate you? Are you
equipped to sacrifice your leadership role for the betterment of others? What
was the impact of being equipped to sacrifice your own way for others?

Today’s Prayer. Lord, equip me to lead by laying myself down for others. Help
me to understand those opportunities and their value to others with clarity.
'Thank you for your provision of humility.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS
DAY 13 - MARK HUNTER

Whatever you have learned or received put into practice. And the God of

peace will be with you.
Philippians 4:9

Equipped by preparation & practice

'The Grand Canyon is one of the most surreal sights to behold; all it’s grandeur,
its tapestry of colors, and how it can mesmerize your gaze and thoughts. But it
can betray you as it is also one of the most treacherous places to be — if you are
not equipped. The summer brings extreme heat, the winter brings icy trails and
treacherous footing, the spring brings high water levels — each season requires
being prepared. One of the best ways to enjoy your first experience in the canyon
is to have assistance from a guide.

Guides lead with years of training, practice, and experience. They know their
equipment and check those lists once, then twice, to create a safe and enjoyable
experience for those in their care. Many times, on the trail or on the river, they
lead others by serving and meeting their needs with equipment, directions, food,
and most importantly with hydration. Being in shape, they do not grow weary
through what is a strenuous time for the in-experienced. And at times these pro-
fessional guides press into their leadership role without hesitation and act with
firmness and directness — these guides take the safety of those they are leading
very seriously.

The Lord allows us to lead others by equipping us with many different types of
gear — His word, fellowship, compassion, vision, prayer are but just a few. Like
adventuring, by constantly equipping yourself and practicing leadership, it be-
comes second nature and those that you serve and are leading feel safe, support-
ed, and growing.

Today’s Reflection. Have you been gifted with skills that are now second nature
to you? Why/how did they become normal for you — did you practice and/or ex-
ercise these skills» When you are serving those you lead, do you feel responsible
for their safety/growth? Have you ever inventoried your gifts and purposefully
consider the value of each?

Today’s Prayer. Lord, help me to learn the equipping you have provided. Help
create an understanding for me of how that equipment can be made to serve
others in their walk with you. Help me to continuously learn new things and
equip me for lifelong service.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EQUIP SERVANT LEADERS
DAY 14 - MARK HUNTER

...and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,
Ephesians 4:23

Equipped by renewal

I stepped into the stream equipped to have the best day fishing. Fly fishing has
been a part of my DNA since I was 8 years old and this day was bound to be
successful. Carrying my grandfather’s trusted bamboo fly rod, a fly box of all the
right flies, the right boots, my lucky hat, net, and a creel to secure my day’s catch,
I set off to conquer the East Fork of the Black in northern Arizona.

I didn't catch a thing...all day! But it was one of the best days ever. Beautiful
blue skies, deep canyons lined with tall Ponderosa Pines and a passing river
that was in symphony with the wind above. It was glorious and God was in the
details. It provided the respite that I sought from a hectic, busy time in life. It
provided time to let God renew my spirit through rest.

Serving and leading can be a strain — it can wreak havoc on both your mental
and physical health. The Lord expects us to rest, to take that much needed break
and to renew with Him. Sometimes that comes in the most unexpected ways. I
was sure that on this day it was going to be through fish after fish jumping into
my creel — but the Lord had other ideas. While sitting on the banks in the shade,
enjoying my sandwich and a nap, the Lord helped me turn my focus to Him by
saying - “Listen to me with your eyes, turn your face and your thoughts on me.”
God’s purpose was being fulfilled that day through rest.

Today’s Reflection. Have the responsibilities of leading and serving ever over-
whelmed you to the point of exhaustion? What is your way to gain that rest you
need and turn your eyes upon the Lord? Do you look for those opportunities,
plan them? When you are resting do you make room/time for the Lord or do
you fill it with other things?

Today’s Prayer. Lord, I lift to you the burdens of leadership and serving. I ask
that you help me carry the weight so that it does not overwhelm me. Provide
those times that will put us face to face and that my focus may become you.
Thank you for being with me every day and for renewing me through rest. Bless
those that I serve as well with rest and renewal. Amen.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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WEEKEND SERMON NOTES

ASSISTING THE POOR
Proverbs 29:7 “The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no
such concern.” (NIV)

SOME CAUSES OF POVERTY
1.

Proverbs 10:4 A lazy person will end up poor.” (NCV)
Proverbs 28:19 “People who waste time will always be poor.” (TEV)

2.
Proverbs 21:5 “Hasty speculation brings poverty.” (LB)
Proverbs 17:18 “It’s stupid to try to get something for nothing, or run up huge
bills you can never pay.” (Mes)

3.
Job 12:5 A person who has an easy life has no appreciation for misfortune. He
thinks it’s the fate of those who slip up.” (GW)

4,
Ecclesiastes 9:12 “People can never predict when hard times might come. Like fish
in a net or birds in a snare, people are often caught by sudden tragedy.” (NLT)

5.
Deuteronomy 26:6 “Ibe Egyptians treated us cruelly, oppressed us, and made us
do back-breaking work for them.” (GW)

6.
Proverbs 30:14 “Ihere are people who take cruel advantage of the poor and needy;
that is the way they make their living.” (TEV)
Proverbs 13:23 “Even when the land of the poor produces good crops, they get
cheated out of what they grow.” (CEV)

7.

Job 7:6 “ My life drags by — day after hopeless day.” (LB)
Psalms 88:4 “T'm written off as a lost cause, one more statistic, a hopeless case.”

(Mes)

What is the answer to it?
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HOW CANIASSISTTHE POOR?

1. Treat them
Proverbs 22:2 “The rich and poor have this in common: The Lord made them
both.” (NLT)

Romans 12:16 “Give the same consideration fo everyone alike. Pay no regard to
social standing, but meet humble people on their own terms.” (NJB)

2. Offer them
Galatians 6:10a “When we have the opportunity fo help anyone, we should do it.”
(NCV)
Deuteronomy 15:7-8 “If there are any poor people in your towns when you arrive
... do not be hard-hearted or tightfisted toward them. Instead, be generous and
lend them whatever they need.” (NLT)

3. Defend them
Proverbs 31:8-9 “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; defend the
rights of all those who have nothing.” (NCV)
Psalm 82:3-4 “Be fair fo the poor and fo orphans. Defend the helpless and
everyone in need. Rescue the weak and homeless from the powerful hands of
heartless people.” (CEV)
Proverbs 21:13 “Those who shut their ears to the cries of the poor will be ignored
in their own time of need.” (NLT)

4. Share with
Isaiah 58:7 “Share your food with the hungry and bring poor, homeless people into
your own homes. When you see someone who has no clothes, give him yours, and
don’t refuse to help your own relatives.” (NCV)

1 John 3:17 “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” (NIV)

Proverbs 19:17 “If you help the poor, you're lending to the Lord—and He will
repay you!” (NLT)
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SESSION 3 - SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
ASSIST THE POOR

MAIN VERSE

Ob, the joys of those who are kind to the poor! The Lord rescues them

when they are in trouble.
Psalms 41:1 (NLT)

VIEW VIDEO (Notes below)
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GIANT #3 POVERTY

Poverty keeps billions of people stuck in a miserable, hopeless living
condition. Half of the world lives on less than 2 dollars a day—that’s three
billion people. One billion people live on less than 1 dollar a day. Right
here in our home in Marion County, 200,000 children live below the pov-
erty line.

Questions:

Personal: What effect does poverty have on us as individuals? Can anyone share
a testimony of a difficult situation where you needed the financial help of others?

Local: What effect does poverty have on your neighborhood or local communi-

ty? Provide specifics if possible.

Global: What effect does poverty have on our country? On the world?

JESUS’ ANTIDOTE: ASSIST THE POOR

In Jesus’ first sermon he read from the prophet Isaiah:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see,
that the oppressed will be set free,

LUKE 4:18 (NLT)

'There are over 2,000 Bible verses about the poor such as...

Those who oppress the poor insult their Maker, but helping the poor honors him.
PROVERBS 14:31 (NLT)

God blesses those who are kind to the poor. He helps them out of their troubles.
PSALM 41:1 (TLB)

When you help the poor you are lending to the Lord-and be pays wonderful interest on
your loan!

PROVERBS 19:17 (TLB)

In fact, James, Peter, and John, who were known as pillars of the church, recognized the
gift God had given me, and they accepted Barnabas and me as their co-workers. They
encouraged us to keep preaching to the Gentiles, while they continued their work with
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the Jews. Their only suggestion was that we keep on helping the poor, which I have
always been eager to do.

GALATIANS 2:9-10 (NLT)

Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn't God chosen the poor in this world to be
rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inberit the Kingdom he promised to those
who love him?

JAMES 2:5 (NLT)

Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to poverty
will be cursed.

PROVERBS 28:27 (NLT)

There will always be some in the land who are poor. That is why I am commanding you
to share freely with the poor and with other Israelites in need.
DEUTERONOMY 15:11 (NLT)

7 The godly care about the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care at all.
PROVERBS 29:7 (NLT)

The rich and poor have this in common.: The Lord made them both.
PROVERBS 22:2 (NLT)

Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those
who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help.
ISAIAH 58:7 (NLT)

Get it yet?

Questions:

Personal: What are some practical ways that you can begin to serve the poor?

Local: In what areas of our local community are there opportunities for us to
impact people in need?

Global: Beyond just writing checks (which we should do) what skills do you
have that could be taught to people in other places of the world (or at home)
that would help alleviate poverty.
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AsSIST THE POOR

DAY 15 - TIFFANY BROWNELL

For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no
one to help. He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the
needy from death. He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for

precious is their blood in bis sight.
Psalm 72:12-14

Assisting the poor is the PEACE plan’s response to the the “global giant” of
extreme poverty.

People everywhere are experiencing poverty, struggling to find food, water,

and safe living conditions. Jesus himself, and therefore the early church, made
assisting the poor one of their top priorities. Peter and John healed a lame beggar
when they didn’t have money, the early church pooled their resources to take care
of the poor, and Jesus fed over 5,000 people in one sitting.

God cares about people in poverty immensely. The extreme magnitude of poverty
in the world makes it a condition that needs a large response. The church is the
only one big enough to make a real difference. It’s difficult to open our eyes to
others’ needs and open our hearts and schedules to them, because it’s painful

for us. It is so overwhelming that if I let myself see it all, I am afraid that my
heart will break because I know I can’t fix it. That’s why I am willing to ask God
to open my heart to one people group, or one situation that he wants me to do
something about.

How about you?

Who has God put on your heart to care about?
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..

ASSIST THE POOR
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AsSIST THE POOR

DAY 16 - TIFFANY BROWNELL

If you help the poor you are lending to the Lord - and he will repay you!
Proverbs 19:17 (NLT)

Many of you who have had children know what it’s like when one of your kids
asks you to lend them money and internally you think “well, I'm never going to
see that fifty bucks again.” Or you have had a lender check your credit score to
see if they would give you a loan. Usually banks and creditors need to see a good
credit score in order to approve a loan. Your credit score tells them the likelihood
that you will repay the money you are borrowing.

'This verse is saying that God has great credit! Lending to someone with good
credit is a good investment for a lender. One of the ways that someone can get a
loan with bad or no credit is by having a co-signer with good credit back them.
'This verse is essentially saying that God is co-signing on all the resources that
people in poverty receive.

Assisting the poor isn't just being generous or doing a good thing; it’s an
investment. It doesn’t mean that when you give to monetarily deprived people
that one day they are going to become millionaires and pay you back tenfold,
thanking you publicly for backing them when they were homeless. It does mean
that God remembers. He may pay you back on earth, he may wait until heaven.

But “he will repay you!”

When you give to others, do you unintentionally hold them personally
responsible for the value of what you gave them?

Do you worry that your ‘investment’ won't see returns?
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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61



AsSIST THE POOR

DAY 17 - TIFFANY BROWNELL

“Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is,

there your heart will be also.”
Luke 12:33-34

In November of 2018, the city of Salem banned the use of single-use plastic bags
at retail stores. Silverton voted to ban them in 2019, and on January 1, 2020,

the ban became statewide. Whether or not the new ban will accomplish these
goals, much of the motivation behind this change is a focus on sustainability and
promotion of longevity in the earth’s ability to support mankind. I remember
using and reusing the single use plastic bags as a trash can liner and never
knowing if it had a hole in it, or would develop one as soon as it snagged on
something. I have had to clean up all sorts of paper pieces, food scraps and
unidentified gooey substances that have slipped through.

The purses that are being talked about in this verse don’t hold garbage or
groceries, but the concept is the same. Even though your leather wallet or
Gucci shoulder bag will probably last you a couple of years, it is going to wear
out. Many of the riches we gain on this earth can wear out and disappear quite
quickly. When tragedy strikes, it can happen overnight.

To store up our treasures in heaven takes sacrifice and inconvenience. Even
though I've had problems with the single use plastic bags, they sure were
convenient. No fee needed to be paid, I didn't need to remember to bring my
own bag when I went shopping, and I didn't have to worry about a paper bag
getting soggy in the rain as I carried it out of the store. They weren't meant to
last, however, and no matter how I stretched their use to 3 or 4 times, they would
still fail me. The nice cars we work hard for, the fancy electronics we use, and
posh new rugs that match our living room decor perfectly, are satistying, but they
will fail us.

We need to refocus our attention from single-lifetime use “purses” to eternal
storehouses.

What single-lifetime purses are you using?

What are some ways that you can start storing your treasures in heaven? Do you
make 5 year plans for your heavenly pocketbook?
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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AsSIST THE POOR

DAY 18 - TIFFANY BROWNELL

“Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who hides his eyes will

get many a curse.”
Proverbs 28:27 (ESV)

When the driver of a horse-drawn carriage wants the horses to focus solely on
the path in front of them, he uses a harness with leather squares attached by

the sides of their eyes so that the horses have no peripheral vision, but can only
see the direction they are facing. These are called blinders. Almost everyone has
heard the expression “They’ve got their blinders on,” referencing these harnesses.

Hiding your eyes from the poor is just like wearing blinders. It keeps you

focused on your own path, so you can reach your goals and destinations most
efficiently. Being aware of people struggling in the world takes real work and
self-sacrifice. One of the things I neglect doing is educating myself on current
events in America and in the world. It might not only be reading news articles or
researching the economics of a third world country. Maybe it’s being mindful as
I scroll through my Facebook newsfeed and see that a friend just lost their job, or
checking the SCF Share and Care Facebook page for needs.

Let’s be real here, stopping every time we see someone in need or giving any
large sum of money derails our goals, whether it’s getting all those errands done
in time for a meeting or being able to finish paying off your car within the next
couple of years. This verse says that those who give to the poor will not want. Is
that promise believable enough for me to delay my goals, and trust them to God?
If God cares so much about the poor, maybe that should be one of my goals?

What things in life make it difficult for you to stop and reach out to
impoverished people? Goals, worries or lack of awareness?

What are some ways you can educate yourself about those in need around you?
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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AsSIST THE POOR

DAY 19 - TIFFANY BROWNELL

In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we
must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he
himself said, ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Acts 20:35

Over and over again the Bible says that blessings are heaped upon the people
who give to the poor. See Proverbs 11:25, Luke 6:38 and Mathew 6:3-4.

Maya Angelou, a civil rights activist, singer, and poet said, “giving liberates

the soul of the giver.” Giving unavoidably makes you think about the other
person. Even the times that I have given most begrudgingly, I could not help
but think of what it was like for the other person to have been without it. Later
I have realized how much I didn’t need what I was holding onto. It gave me
the opportunity to be freed of my attachment to something material. You gain
a moment to step outside the thoughts focused around what you are or aren’t
getting and you get to rejoice that someone else received something that they
needed.

The ability to give is in and of itself a blessing, as it is impossible to give what
you do not have or will not soon have. Giving a gift has importance based

on what cost and sacrifice was involved. As I was talking with my brother
about what giving meant to him, we discussed how gifts open up doors and
opportunities for future positive interactions.

How has giving blessed or liberated you?

Has it ever opened doors for you that wouldn’t have otherwise been open?
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AsSIST THE POOR

DAY 20 - TIFFANY BROWNEL

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might

become rich.”
2 Corinthians 8:9

Being a young adult, I am not far removed from the time that I was completely
reliant on my parents for food, shelter, and emotional support. I think of the
ways that my parents sacrificed in order that I would receive healthy food that
cost more, tools to practice hobbies, and sports equipment. During those times, I
never considered how my parents might be giving up a new car that didn’t need
to be tinkered on every month, or clothes that made them look put together
when they saw their friends at church every week. Looking back I see how rich

I was, not just because of the material provisions that were available to me, but
because of the love that was making those sacrifices.

'That kind of sacrificial giving is exactly what Jesus was modeling. Jesus didn’t
become poor, however, merely to bring us riches on earth like a 401k and a
wake boarding boat. He gave up a comfy seat in heaven next to His father to
stuft himself in a human body and experience all the pain that went with it. His
sacrificial giving provided us with eternal comfort, freedom from suffering, and
companionship with God himself.

Even though I may not be able to give up my life the way that Jesus did, I can
still choose to let go of things of value on earth so that others can benefit. Maybe
that means giving up my place in line at the cash register to show someone love,
letting go of my quiet Saturday morning to serve at Mission of Hope, or not
buying that new off road accessory for my hot little 4wd so I have something to
put in the offering.

Take a few minutes to think about the incredible gift of Jesus’sacrificial love,
what it means for you personally, and how it makes you feel.

What can you give up today to show someone else love?
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AsSIST THE POOR

DAY 21 - TIFFANY BROWNELL

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since
the creation of the world. For I was Hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit

» «

me.” “The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.
Mathew 25:31-40 (NIV)

Mother Teresa said, ‘Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time
and always start with the one nearest you.” I don't know about you, but I am
overwhelmed by the idea of trying to help poverty in our world. I am too small
and it’s just too easy to use my smallness as an excuse for hardening my heart to
people in need.

'The sheer number of people in poverty in our cities and around the world is
staggering. It puts you in the “they are just numbers” state of mind because your
brain doesn’t know what to do with the idea of so much pain and unhappiness
existing in people you might never even talk to. Amazingly, God knew how

to phrase this prophecy in exactly the way that took these people out of the
numbers on a web page into your life right now. These are people you can get
to know, and they are one person at a time. Many of us aren’t going to start an
organization that reaches hundreds of people, but all of us can reach just one
right now.

Who is a stranger in your life that you can be hospitable to? Who is thirsty?
Wearing their clothes to rags or in bad health? Who is an outcast?

'The beautiful invitation along with the implied action in this verse is “Corme, you
who are blessed by my Father; take your inkeritance.” 1 cannot wait to hear those
words from my king’s lips directed at me. When we reach out to those in need,
we are practicing for our inheritance of life in God’s kingdom and inviting
others to share in it.
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WEEKEND SERMON NOTES

CARE FORTHE SICK

Attitudes Toward Sickness

Hinduism: Illusion (It’s not really happening)
Buddhism: Indifference (Try not to feel it)
Islam: Resignation (It is will of Allah)
Stoicism:  Toughness (Grit your teeth)
Christian:  Compassion!

Matthew 14:14 Jesus bad compassion on them and healed their sick.” (NIV)

HOWTO CARE FORTHE SICK

1.

3.

THOUGHTFULNESS:
Psalm 106: 44 “God saw their misery and heard their cry.” (ICB)
“... He took notice of their distress.” (TEV)

Psalm 142:4 “I look for someone to come and help me, but no one gives me a
passing thought! No one will help me; no one cares a bit what happens to me.”
(NLT)

Matthew 25:36 ‘I was sick, and you cared for Me...” (NLT)
PRESENCE:

Psalm 38:11“Because of my sickness, no friends or neighbors will come near me.”

(CEV)

Philippians 4:13-14 “I can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.
Newertheless, it was kind of you to share my troubles.” (GW)

Isaiah 63:9a “In all their troubles, He was troubled, too. He didn’t send someone

else to help them. He did it Himself! in person.” (Mes)

ACCEPTANCE:
1 Corinthians 15:43 “The bodies we have now embarrass us, for they become sick
and die; but they will be full of glory when we come back to life again. Yes, they

are weak, dying bodies now, but when we live again they will be full of strength.”
(LB)
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Psalm 32:3 “When I kept things to myself, I felt weak deep inside me. I moaned
all day long.” (NCV)

Galatians 4:14 “Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me
with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me... as if I were Christ Jesus

himself.” (NIV)

4. AFFIRMATION:

Proverbs 18:14 “Your will to live can sustain you when you are sick, but if you

lose it, your hope is gone.” (TEV)

Proverbs 15:4 “Kind words are good medicine.” (CEV)

5. HEALING:
Luke 10:34 “("The Good Samaritan) went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an
inn and took care of him.” (NIV)

Proverbs 31:6 “Give strong drink to the one who is perishing.” (ESV)

6. PREVENTION:
Proverbs 4:21-22 “Don’t ever forget my words ... They are the key to life (and)
they bring bealth to the whole body.” (NCV)

Exodus 15:26 “If you obey all My commands and keep My rules, I will not bring
on you any of the sicknesses I brought on the Egyptians.” (NCV)

7. PRAYER:

James 5:16 “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may
be healed. Ihe earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and wonderful

results.” (NLT)

James 5:14 “If you are sick, call for the church leaders. Have them pray for you
and anoint you with oil in the name of the Lord.” (GW)

3 John 1:2 I am praying that all is well with you and that your body is as healthy
as your soul is.” (LB)
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SESSION 4 - SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
CARE FOR THE SICK

MAIN VERSE
Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may
be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and

produces wonde;fu/ results.
James 5:16 (NLT)

VIEW VIDEO (Notes below)
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GIANT #4 DISEASE

Every day 15,000 children under age five die from preventable disease.
Jesus cares about these children and these illnesses.

Questions:

Personal: What effect does sickness have on us as individuals? Can anyone share
a testimony of a situation where you struggled with the effects of sickness., either
of you or a family member?

Local: What effect does sickness have on your neighborhood or local communi-
ty? Provide specifics if possible.

Global: What effect does sickness have on our country? On the world?

JESUS’ ANTIDOTE: CARE FOR THE SICK

Jesus had a ministry of caring for the sick. He cared not just about peo-
ple's souls, but he cared about their bodies.

Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the syna-
gogues and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind

of disease and illness.

MATTHEW 9:35 (NLT)

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 1 7 And He was
handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found
the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He
has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me fo heal the broken-
hearted, 1o proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, 1o set at
liberty those who are oppressed; 1o proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”Then He
closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who
were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

LUKE 4:16-21

But Jesus knew what they were planning. So he left that area, and many people fol-
lowed him. He healed all the sick among them
MATTHEW 12:15 (NLT)
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T tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done,
and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. You can ask for
anything in my name, and I will do if, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father.
Yes, ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it!

JOHN 14:12-14 (NLT)

The Power of Prayer
Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should
sing praises. Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and
pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. Such a prayer offered in
Sfaith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well. And if you have committed
any sins, you will be forgiven. Confess your sins fo each other and pray for each other so
that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and
produces wonderful results.

JAMES 5:13-16 (NLT)

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?
And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you? And the King will answer them,
Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to
me.

MATTHEW 25:35-40 (ESV)

Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
GALATIANS 6:2 (ESV)

Questions:

Personal: What are some practical ways that you can begin to help people who
are struggling with illnesses?

Local: In what areas of our local community are there opportunities for us to
impact people who are hurting, or sick?

Global: Beyond just writing checks (which we should do) what skills do you
have that could be taught to people in other places of the world (or at home)
that would help alleviate sickness?
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CARE FOR THE SICK
DAY 22 - BRENDA GEIGER

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them

and healed their sick.
Matthew 14:14

Within hours of breaking a bone, your body is already starting to repair it by
forming a blood clot to clean the wound. After a week or two, your body will
replace that clot with a soft callus made of collagen. Up to three weeks later, the
body adds minerals to the callus to harden it and turn it into new bone. Once
the bone is fully formed, it spends three to nine years getting back to its original
shape.

God created us with an amazing body that has the ability to heal itself. He has
given us wisdom to medically heal many diseases or manage them with medica-
tion. God cares about us and he cares about our bodies and our health.

'The word heal comes from the Greek word therapeuo, which means - “to serve,
to give help, take care of another by extension, to heal, cure”. This particular word
is used 42 times in the New Testament. One translation says “to tenderly care for
bruised and broken lives.”

Jesus sends us into the world to be agents of his healing love and power. The
church is the greatest army ever seen, ready to do battle against this spiritual
giant of disease.

We think of healing as an instantaneous act when we read it in the Bible. And
most of the time it was. But I also like the other meanings - to care for some-
one, to help, to extend yourself, to stretch yourself out or to reach out to another
to care for them. How often to we do that? Stretch ourselves to care for another.
'There are so many different ways to do this; financially, educationally (teaching
how to prevent disease, hygiene, etc.), through prayer, visitation, etc.

In what ways is God calling you to stretch yourself to care for the sick?
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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CARE FOR THE SICK
DAY 23 - BRENDA GEIGER

But he took note of their distress when he heard their cry.
Psalm 106:44

Each person in my family has a different way of showing they are beginning to
get sick and I know each one of them. I can tell by looking at them, sometimes
before they even will admit it to themselves, that they are getting sick. Whether
it’s tiredness, fever eyes, headache, etc. I will look at them and say “You're getting
sick.” T know it because I know them. I hear them. I see them.

'The Israelites - God’s people who saw so many wonders and miracles yet are

so known for their whining and lack of faith. No matter how many times they
turned their back on God, and there were many, many times, God still loved
them and showed mercy to them. “For their sake He remembered His covenant and
out of His great love He relented. He caused all who held them captive to show them
mercy.” Psalm 106:45-46.

When they cried out to Him, He heard them. He listened to them, He saw
them. He didn’t tune them out. And He showed them mercy. God wants us to
really see and hear His people. Do we really see them as a person as God sees
them, or do we just see them as the checker at the grocery store, or the guy who
fills your car up with gas, or the person that sits behind you at church? To look at
somebody means to really see them. See their pain. See their distress. See them
as God’s children with real needs and hurts.

You have to pay attention. You have to put up your antenna. You have to start
looking at people and listening to people and looking for the clues that say, “I'm
in pain.” Ask God to show you as you go about your day. God loves to give us
opportunities to care for His people, whether it’s your family, your neighbor, a
stranger, or someone across the world.

Do you know someone who is sick, facing a diagnosis that might change their
life, or in the midst of a dibilitating illness? Ask God to show you who that
might be and what you can do for them.
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CARE FOR THE SICK
DAY 24 - BRENDA GEIGER

Jesus went throughout Galilee teaching in their synagogues, preaching
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness

among the people.
Matthew 4:23-24

When you are sick, no matter what it is, you are usually feeling anywhere from
annoyed, to fearful, to miserable. Sometimes it can consume your life. Sometimes
it can threaten your life. It brings fear of the unknown. What is going on? Will
this go away? Is this how my life will be forever? You want immediate results.
Your imagination can go to wonderful places when waiting for a test result! Just
make it go away.

As soon as Jesus began His ministry, healing the sick became a major part of it.
“When people heard about it they started coming from all over bringing him those who
were sick. Immediately the people recognized Him, and ran about that whole country
and began to carry here and there on their pallets those who were sick, to the place they
heard He was. Wherever He entered villages, or cities, or countryside, they were laying
the sick in the market places, and imploring Him that they might just touch the fringe
of His cloak; and as many as touched it were being cured.” - Mark 6:53-56.

Desperation seeps in. What Jesus brought and still brings is hope. He wasn’t all
preaching and talk. He did something about it.

“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you might follow in his steps.” - 1 Peter 2:21 ESV

Not all of us are doctors or are able to cure all disease. But we can give hope to
those who are sick. We can pray to a God who loves them and wants to see them
well. We can come alongside them and help them with physical needs. Other
ways might come through physical expressions of affection like a touch, a hug,
or a pat on the back to show your concern. You can give them a word of encour-
agement. You can cry with them and laugh with them. People can handle almost

anything in life if they have hope. Let’s get in the business of giving hope.

“Your will to live can sustain you when you are sick, but if you lose it, your hope is
gone.” - Proverbs 18:14
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CARE FOR THE SICK
DAY 25 - BRENDA GEIGER

Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should
sing praises. Are any of you sick? You should call for the elders of the church to come and
pray over you, anointing you with oil in the name of the Lord. Such a prayer offered in
Sfaith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well. And if you have committed
any sins, you will be forgiven. Confess your sins fo each other and pray for each other so
that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and
produces wonderful results.

James 5:13-16(NLT)

My brother-in-law was diagnosed with glioblastoma, a deadly type of brain can-
cer, when he turned 56. He went through two brain surgeries during that time,
followed with radiation and chemo. He had more faith than anyone I know.
Owen fully believed he was going to be healed. He died two years later after the
tumor returned the second time. So I struggle with these verses. I totally believe
that God could have healed him. These verses seemed to imply that a prayer
offered in faith will heal the sick. Yet that did not happen.

God is the ultimate healer and we should always rely on Him in everything

we do. In prayer you are relinquishing your control in a situation and giving it
to God. Every prayer should be a prayer of faith, because we should not ask
anything of God unless we believe that He is able to grant it. But God is sover-
eign and we do not always know His will. We don't always see the big picture,
but God has bigger and better plans. So we pray in faith and trust in Him, but
ultimately His will be done.

Owen was able to witness to those in the cancer unit when he went in for treat-
ments. He was not shy about letting people know what was wrong with him and
how good his God is. His attitude and faith were remarkable and others took
notice. His memorial service was one of the most uplifting services I have ever
been to and gave his family a chance to witness to coworkers and friends who
were unbelievers. My nephew interviewed him shortly before he died and asked
him if he could go back in time and change anything would he? His answer was
absolutely no because of all the wonderful things he saw God doing through his

illness.

We don't always know what will happen, or what God will do, but we can offer
that prayer of faith for those who are sick. Our prayers release the power of God
into their lives, whether it’s physical healing, spiritual healing, comfort, or hope.
He is our only hope in life and death.
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CARE FOR THE SICK
DAY 26 - BRENDA GEIGER

A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you
are willing, You can make me clean.” Jesus reached out his hand and
touched the man. ‘T am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was

cleansed of his leprosy.
Matthew 8:2-3

Leprosy is an infectious disease that causes severe, disfiguring skin sores and
nerve damage in the arms, legs, and skin areas around the body. In Biblical days
any person infected became an outcast, banished from family and friends. It
was believed that the disease was a punishment by God for wrongdoing, and
those infected had to yell out “Unclean, unclean.” It was basically a living death
sentence that killed the soul and the flesh. You were doomed the rest of your life
and lived as an outcast.

'The leper didn't ask Jesus if he was able to heal him, he asked if he was willing.
Are you willing to relieve my pain, my loneliness, my heartache? Jesus then
reached out and touched him - a leper. He had two options, either heal him or
become unclean himself. I'm sure people were mortified when He reached out
and touched him, willing to take that risk.

Jesus is still touching people today through us as we carry the presence of Jesus
to others. That touch is so significant when caring for the sick. Not just a phys-
ical touch, but also with our words of encouragement, and prayer. We must be
willing to reach out and touch others. All of us are able, but it’s the willingness
that gets us.

Who are the outcasts of today in our society?

Are you willing to reach out and touch someone in need of care?
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CARE FOR THE SICK
DAY 27 - BRENDA GEIGER

Soon afterwards He went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were
going along with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. Now as He
approached the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the
only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a sizable crowd from
the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for
her, and said to her, “Do not weep.” And He came up and touched the
coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And He said, “Young man, I say fo
you, arise!” The dead man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus gave him

2

back to bis mother.”
Luke 7:11-17

Jesus felt compassion for her when He saw her weeping for her son. The word
compassion is an adjective now, but it used to be a verb. It was an action word: to
compassionate towards someone. To enter into some else’s pain, to relieve them
and lift them out of their pain.

Jesus did not pity her. Pity is seeing her weep and thinking/wishing someone
else would help her. Compassion is reaching out and helping her yourself. Pity
is seeing a man on the streets without shoes and hoping someone will buy him
some. Compassion is bringing him a pair of shoes and asking what else he
needs. Pity is hoping someone can help comfort your neighbor who is sick.
Compassion is going to them and asking them what you can do for them.

Compassion is about making a decision. It is not an emotion. God is a compas-
sionate God and He wants His people to be a compassionate people.

“Speak tenderly to them. Let there be kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your
smile, in the warmth of your greeting. Always have a cheerful smile. Don't only

give your care, but give your heart as well.” - Mother Teresa

What might keep you from showing compassion for someone who is sick?
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CARE FOR THE SICK
DAY 28 - BRENDA GEIGER

Blessed are the mercy”ul far they will be shown mercy.
Matthew 5:7

I was in the city of New Orleans, walking down Bourbon Street in the evening
with hundreds of others. On the side of the road sitting on the curb was a young
woman with her dog asking for money. I walked by her twice and both times I
felt drawn to her. Was it a gentle nudge from God? (In all honesty, God might
have used the dog to draw me in.) I knelt down to her, asked to pet her dog, and
talked with her. I gave her some money, and then I felt led to pray for her. To
this day I don't really know why God wanted me to pray with her, but I did. And
then I walked away, not sure what else to do. Maybe that’s all God wanted me to
do, was to intercede for her. But the reality was I didn’t really want to go further,
such as offering to buy her a meal, because, well, I was on vacation in a strange
city and didn't know what resources were available. Basically, I didn’t want to get
my hands dirty by getting further involved.

Mercy is the loving disposition towards those who suffer distress. It’s love, com-
passion and forgiveness. Mercy is not afraid to get its hands dirty. Jesus did this
for us. He got His hands dirty when he touched those as He healed them. He
got His hands dirty when He left the glory of heaven and came down to earth as
a totally helpless and dependent baby. He got His hands dirty when He died a
terrible painful death on the cross for us so that we could be clean, and forgiven.
Jesus’whole life was about serving humbly and showing mercy.

Now that we have received His grace and mercy, He wants us to show that same
mercy to others. Mercy flows into us from God and back out to others through
us.

Are you willing to get your hands dirty as you show mercy to those who are sick?

To your neighbor, your community, or across the world?
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WEEKEND SERMON NOTES

EDUCATING THE NEXT GENERATION

Joel 1:3 “Tell your children about these things, then let your children tell their children,
and let your grandchildren tell their children.” (NCV)

Isaiah 38:19b “Each generation can make known your faithfulness to the next.”
(NLT)

1. A

Proverbs 16:16 “It’s much better to have wisdom and knowledge than gold and silver.”
(TEV)

Proverbs 10:14“The wise get all the knowledge they can.” (TEV)

Proverbs 24:5 “Wisdom brings strength, and knowledge gives power.” (CEV)
Proverbs 1:7 “Knowledge begins with respect for the Lord.” (NCV)

1 Timothy 6:21 “Some people have missed the most important thing in life — they don’t
know God.” (LB)

Jobn 17:6 [JESUS:] ‘I showed what You are like to those You gave Me...” (NCV)

2.B

Isaiah 55:8 “1 don’t think the way you think. And the way you work isn’t the way I
work,” says the Lord.” (Mes)

Luke 18:27 “What is impossible from a human perspective is possible with God.”
(NLT)

Proverbs 2:6 ‘All wisdom comes from the Lord, and so do common sense and
understanding.”  (CEV)

Jobn 17:14 [JESUS:] “I have given them Your word...” (NIV)

Proverbs 16:20 “Whoever gives attention to the Lord’s word prospers.” (GW)
Proverbs 13:20 “Spend time with the wise and you will become wise, but the friends of
Jfools will suffer. (NCV)

3.C

Romans 14:22-23 “The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God.
But he who doubts is condemned because ... whatever is not from faith is sin.” (NAS)
Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.” (NAS)

Romans 14:14 “Ihe Lord Jesus has given me the conviction that no food is
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unacceptable in and of itself. But it is unacceptable to a person who thinks it is.”
(GW)

1 Corinthians 16:13 “Hold tight to your convictions, give it all you've got, be resolute.
(Mes)

1 Thessalonians 1:5 “We brought the good news fo you, not with words only, but also
with power and the Holy Spirit, and with complete conviction of its truth.” (TEV)
Jobn 17:19 [JESUS:] “For their sake I dedicate Myself completely to You (Father), in
order that they, too, may be truly dedicated to You.” (TEV)

»

4. D

Daniel 1:17 “God gave these four young men knowledge and skill in both books and
life.” (Mes)

Ecclesiastes 10:10 “If the ax is dull and its edge unsharpened, more strength is needed
but skill will bring success.” (NIV)

Proverbs 22:6 “Train a child in the way he should go...” (NIV)

Philippians 4:9 “Keep putting into practice all you learned from me and saw me
doing...” (LB)

John 17:18 [JESUS:] As you sent Me into the world, I have sent them into the
world.” (NIV)

5. E

Ephesians 4:23-24 “Iuke on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned life,
renewed from the inside and working itself into your conduct as God accurately
reproduces bis character in you.” (Mes)

Galatians 4:19 [PAUL:] ‘Just like a mother in childbirth, I feel the same kind of pain
Jor you until Christ’s nature is formed in you.” (TEV)

Proverbs 15:14 A wise person is hungry for truth, while the fool feeds on trash.”
(NLT)

Romans 5:4 “Endurance builds character, which gives us a hope.” (CEV)

Jobn. 17:15 [JESUS:] “I'm not asking You to take them out of the world, but to keep
them safe from the evil one.” (NLT)
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SESSION 5 - SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION

MAIN VERSE

Tell your children about it in the years to come, and let your children tell

their children. Pass the story down from generation to generation.
Joel 1:3 (NLT)

VIEW VIDEO (Notes below)
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GIANT #5 ILLITERACY

Half the world still can’t read or write.

QUESTIONS:

Personal: What effect does illiteracy have on us as individuals? Can anyone
share a testimony of a situation where you or someone you know struggled with
the effects of illiteracy?

Local: What effect does illiteracy have on your neighborhood or local communi-
ty? Provide specifics if possible.

Global: What effect does illiteracy have on our country? On the world?

JESUS’ ANTIDOTE: EDUCATE THE NEXT
GENERATION

Christianity is always just one generation away from extinction. What was
passed on to this generation must be passed on to the next.

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such, as these.”
MATTHEW 19:14

O my peaple, listen to my instructions. Open your ears to what I am saying,

Sfor I will speak to you in a parable. I will teach you hidden lessons from our past—sto-
ries we have heard and known, stories our ancestors handed down to us. We will not
hide these truths from our children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious
deeds of the Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders. For he issued his laws to
Jacob; he gave his instructions to Israel. He commanded our ancestors to teach them
to their children,so the next generation might know them—even the children not yet
born — and they in turn will teach their own children. So each generation should set
its hope anew on God, not forgetting his glorious miracles and obeying his commands.
Then they will not be like their ancestors—stubborn, rebellious, and unfaithful, refus-
ing to give their hearts to God.

PSALM 78:1-8
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You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses.
Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to
others.

2 TIMOTHY 2:2

Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the righteous, and they will learn
even more.

PROVERBS 9:9 (NLT)

Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each
other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God
with thankful hearts.

COLOSSIANS 3:16 (NLT)

Teach them God's decrees, and give them his instructions. Show them how fo conduct
their lives.
EXODUS 18:20 (NLT)

QUESTIONS:

Personal: Who has God placed in your life that you have the opportunity to
teach and instruct in the ways of God’s Kingdom?

Local: In what areas of our local community are there opportunities for us to
teach and train people? What needs do you see in the community that could be
addressed with education?

Global: Beyond just writing checks (which we should do) what skills do you
have that could be taught to people in other places of the world (or at home)?
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EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION

DAY 29 - KIRSTEN BARNES

Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and

their children to the next generation.
Joel 1:3

Seems simple doesn't it?> Tell your kids, they tell theirs and information con-
tinues forever. But it’s not. Joel, an Old Testament prophet, was sent to en-
courage the Israelites during a time of crisis. The area had been overtaken by an
invasion of locusts (swarming grasshoppers that eat crops and cause famines)
and Joel called on the people to cry out to God to protect them from harm and
misfortune, remembering what God had done in the past to protect them. The
Israelites had short memories; they often forgot the many miracles that had
taken place to move them forward. Over and over again the prophets were sent
to remind them of God’s faithfulness. In this time of crisis, Joel encouraged
the people to recall the faithfulness of God and share it with their families and
repent.

How often do we find ourselves stuck with a problem that we’ve already dealt
with in the past? Maybe you have watched your family members experience
those same things, too? Do you remember the triumphs in your life or have they
faded into the past? In order to tell the next generation, you must remember

what God has done for you.

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.

Take some time to reflect on what God has done for you in your life. Ask God
to remind you of His faithfulness. Write down at least five things that God has
done for you or guided you through, that you can share with future generations.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION
DAY 30 - KIRSTEN BARNES

Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and

their children to the next generation.
Joel 1:3

In order to tell the next generation, we have to communicate with them. This
means that we have to form relationships with people where we can share and
speak into each other’s lives. In today’s world everyone speaks to each other in
different ways. Some prefer texts, others social media apps, others like email or
a telephone call; on occasion we find time to meet up and have a conversation
in person. Have you noticed that the people we interact with impact us too? It’s
not a one-way street, we get caught up in what other people are doing.

Who have you told your triumphs to? Do any of the five things on your list
from yesterday come up in your conversations? In Isaiah 38:19, it says, “Only

the living can praise you as I do today. Each generation tells of your faithfulness to

the next.” We have opportunities to share every day. God gives us the choice to
worship, share, and live as we see fit. When we are gone (out of their presence or
dead) how will others remember you? What impact have you/will you make for
future generations?  Who are you around? Church people, non-church going
people, relatives, co-workers, club members, etc.? Who are the people in your
generation realms that you have things in common with? Who are the people 30
years older and/or younger than you? What kind of conversations do you have
with them? Are they friendly? Do you talk at or talk with? Do you listen? Do
you follow up? Are you friends?

Take a few minutes and reflect on your realms of influence. Make a list of the
people or groups that you have opportunities to influence. What do you have
in common? What are you passionate about? Create a list of people (at least
3-5) from your brainstorming to pray for. Write down each of their names and
specific things to pray about.

104 DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 31



What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION

DAY 31 - KIRSTEN BARNES

Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and

their children to the next generation.
Joel 1:3

Let’s start off today praying for the people on our list from yesterday. Take a bit
of time to ask God to give you opportunities to pray for them and be brave and
share with them when the door opens up.

Read Psalm 78:1-7.

In this Psalm the writer (thought to be David), instructs the people to not repeat
the sins of the past and to remember God’s saving acts and persistent grace. The
writer reminds the reader “to tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of
the Lord, His power, and the wonders He has done.” It goes on to say that the
sharing of this information will not only impact their children, but would impact
the children yet to be born and their children after them. Take a few seconds to
reflect on that—the way we interact with the people around us will impact in-
dividuals’ generations from now — two generations is 2060 + ... how might your

life impact the future and the people living in 2060?

Every day we have opportunities to impact the people around us. It could be a
co-worker, another student, a neighbor, close friend or a family member. Some-
times we miss the biggest opportunities with the people that live around us. We
get comfortable and do not want to push the boundaries of our relationships, for
fear that it will be uncomfortable. Do your family and friends know that you are
a Christian? Do they know your story? Do they know what you have overcome?
Have you kept it to yourself, or have you been able to share it like the Psalmist,
so that it’s not hidden from those around you? Take some time today to think
about how you can impact future generations. What does that look like? What
can you do to help future generations trust in God?
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION
DAY 32

Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and

their children to the next generation.
Joel 1:3

How do you want to impact future generations? What talents might you share
with someone to help them move forward in their life? How might the lessons
that you've learned be helpful to others? Take a moment and look through your
lists from this week. What has God done for you? Who are you praying for?
How can you help future generations?

Read Mark 9:33-37; 42

Mark tells the story of the day when Jesus caught the disciples arguing about
who was greatest. I can picture it, 12 guys embarrassed to tell Jesus what they
were talking about and Jesus wasn't that happy with their actions. He called
them together, sat them down and reminded them that anyone who wanted to
be #1 had to be the servant of all, coming in last and serving the others. He
brings a child into His circle, takes them into His arms, and tells the disciples
that they are to welcome children as they would Him. It was quite the contra-
diction — the disciples arguing who is best and Jesus telling them that they need
to serve others and welcome children.

A little bit later, he makes an even bigger statement in verse 42, “if anyone causes
one of these little ones to sin” it would be better for them to die. How does

our life influence others? Are other people modeling our behaviors? Would

you be happy to have a “mini-you” that grew up to do exactly what you have
done? How can you help someone younger than you skip some of the stumbling
blocks, habits, hang-ups, and hurts that you have faced?

It’s true, you cannot prevent people from making the choices that they do. But
you can invest time in people and help them make choices that lead them away
from those hurts. Think about an age group that is younger than you. How
might you make a positive impact with them? Is it a mom or dad with little
kids? Is it a young adult who isn’t married or is married? Is it someone having
money issues who needs to learn how to make and live on a budget? Is it a teen-
ager or middle schooler who wants to learn to fish or do their makeup or get a
job? Is it an elementary or preschool student that would like to do a craft, play a
game, or have a book read? It’s easy to be busy in life, but what can we do to in-
vest in the next generation? How might we give time to help them be successful
in their future? Ask God to help you think of a group or someone that you can
help invest in for the next generation.

108 DAILY DEVOTIONS: DAY 32



What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION

DAY 33 - KIRSTEN BARNES

Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and

their children to the next generation.
Joel 1:3

2060 Silverton, Oregon. The people running our town, teaching in our schools,
serving as police and law enforcement, serving in our church, and leading the
way are currently attending our preschool and elementary classes here at Silver
Creek Fellowship. They are being taught their core values and basic beliefs in
our classrooms. These core values will serve as critical foundation blocks for
them as they grow up and when they face disappointments, rejection, triumphs,
and life. We believe that the hope and love that was taught to them as children
is remembered and lives strong in them so that they lead with integrity, courage,
and wisdom.

Read Mark 10:13-16.

Every week we have families bring their children to Silver Creek Fellowship and
we have the privilege to help disciple them. They come to class and share their
dreams and problems and learn that Jesus loves them and accepts them for who
they are. The church looks for opportunities for them to start serving young, so
that as they grow older, they grow up serving others and see that children can
worship and serve, just like their parents at a young age. What are you doing

to help children grow in Christ? Are you serving in class? Do you have time to
hang out with a child who needs an adult friend? Do you give time or money
to help with kid’s ministry opportunities? Are you praying for their future? The
children and young adults that attend our church are going to be future leaders.
How are we investing in their future right now? How you can serve kids at Sil-
ver Creek Fellowship? How might you impact future generations through our
children’s ministries? Think about ways that you can impact young people.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION

DAY 34 - KIRSTEN BARNES

Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and

their children to the next generation.
Joel 1:3

Who has invested in you during your life? Who made a difference in a moment
or through a time that impacted your life? Did they teach you something new?
Open up the door to the unknown? Teach you a truth about yourself? Encour-
age you to do something that you thought was impossible? Think about a time
when someone spent time with you and it made a difference in your life.

Read Psalm 71:17-18

I love the picture that the Psalmist creates of the life of a believer who has loved
God since youth and asks God for more time to tell the next generation as their
life draws to an end. Throughout our life God has been there, even when we
didn’t know, couldn't tell, or tried to ignore. For those of us that have known him
from our youth, you've grown up being able to experience that love of God and
see it change as we've matured and grown in wisdom. Sometimes we may feel
closer, sometimes we may feel further away, but God is near when we call out.
Sometimes we just have to look a little bit closer. As we look to tell our children
and the next generation, it’s important to remember to declare the wondrous
deeds of the Lord in our own lives. Who have you shared the wondrous deeds
in your life with this week? Who are you declaring His strength to? Look back
at your lists from the week. What has God done for you? Who has God laid on
your heart? How might you help children that will impact future generations?
God give us strength to tell the next generation. It’s time to start.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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EDUCATE THE NEXT GENERATION

DAY 35 - KIRSTEN BARNES

Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and

their children to the next generation.
Joel 1:3

How do you want to impact future generations? We've spent the past week
reflecting on Joel 1:3. Has that verse run through your head this week? I hope it
has. How do you think God wants you to impact future generations? We have
been given a mission to tell future generations; we've been commissioned.

In Matthew 28:16-20, Jesus told the disciples to show up on the hill out of town
and wait for Him and it says that they when they saw him, they worshiped Jesus
and that some doubted. These were the guys who just spent three years living
and learning from Him and watched Him be crucified on the cross and now

He was back alive and with them. They were nervous and not sure how to do

it and what their next steps might be. But what does it say that Jesus did? He
told them to go and make disciples, teaching them everything that he had taught
them and that he would be with them forever. Isn't that pep talk what we need?
God wants us to impact future generations and he’ll be with us forever as we do
that.

Read 1 Peter 2:9-10 and Psalm 145:4.

We've been chosen to tell future generations. Each of us has a unique calling,
that someone else cannot do for us. Our life experiences provide opportunities
for us to relate to other people; God doesn't waste those things — the past helps
us interact with others. Who better to come along the side of someone who is
going through a rough patch, than someone who has made it through, too? In
2060, what will those generations say about you? I hope that they are com-
mending your work and telling the future generations of the impact that was
made on them by a person who helped them through life. In Joel 1:3, he asked
the Israelites to remember their past and not worry about the locust by focus-
ing on what God had done for them and reminding the future generations of
those amazing deeds. God wants you to impact future generations; this could be
people in front of you or behind you. As we finish the week, write down some
of your ideas. Be ready tomorrow to share with someone else and/or write down
your ideas on a card. Future generations are counting on you.
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What did you hear?

What do you think?

What will you do?

Now talk to God . ..
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APPENDIX

Answer Key to Sermon Notes

Week 1 - How To Reconcile a Relationship

Introduction
1. SELFISHNESS & SINFULNESS
2. RECONCILIATION

What do I need to do to be a “peacemaker”

MAKE PEACE WITH GOD

ASK GOD FOR HELP WITH BROKEN RELATIONSHIPS
CONVENE A PEACE CONFERENCE

START BY CONFESSING MY PART IN THE CONFLICT
LISTEN FOR THEIR HURTS

BE WILLING TO ABSORB PAIN

EMPHASIZE RECONCILIATION, NOT RESOLUTION

Nk L=

Week 2 - Equipping Servant Leaders

Introduction

1. We don’t know the difference between LEADERS and CELEBRITIES

2. We suffer from a shortage of good leadership in EVERY AREA OF
SOCIETY

3. We have the WRONG LEADERS in the wrong places

What is a servant leader?

SET AN EXAMPLE

SHOW US HOW

SPEAK THE TRUTH
STRETCH OUR FAITH
SACRIFICE THEIR COMFORT

MR e

116



Week 3 - Assisting the Poor

Some Causes of Poverty

1.

Nk L

CHOICES

CARELESSNESS

CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL
CALAMITY

CULTURE

CORRUPTION

CYCLE OF HOPELESSNESS

How Can I Assist the Poor

1.
2.
3.
4.

Treat them WITH DIGNITY
Offer them OPPORTUNITIES
Defend them FROM INIQUITY
Share with GENEROSITY

Week 4 - Care For The Sick
How To Care For The Sick

1.

Ntk L

Thoughtfulness: PAY ATTENTION

Presence: SHOW UP

Acceptance: REMOVE THE EMBARRASSMENT
Affirmation: GIVE THEM HOPE

Healing: USE THE BEST MEDICINES AVAILABLE
Prevention: TEACH HEALTH HABITS

Prayer: ASK GOD TO HEAL THEM

Week 5 - Educating the Next generation

A e

ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE
BROADEN THEIR PERSPECTIVE
CULTIVATE CONVICTIONS
DEVELOP SKILLS

ESTABLISH CHARACTER

THE PEACE PLAN

117



118



THE PEACE PLAN 119



Ei SilverCreek

F E L L OWSMHII P



