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STRENGTHENING FAMILIES

Matt. 5:48 “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.”  

þ Treat your kids _______________________________________  

1. 	 I Must Learn to ______________________My Children

Psalm 103:13-14 “As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has 
compassion on those who fear Him.  For He knows how we are formed.”  

Proverbs 24:3 “Homes are built on the foundation of wisdom and 
understanding.” 

Proverbs 22:6 “Train a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will 
not turn from it.”  

Proverbs 14:29 “A man of understanding has patience.”  

2. 	 I Must Learn to ______________________My Children

Psalm 127:3 “Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him.

Romans 15:7 “Accept one another just as Christ has accepted you.”  

3.  	I Must Learn to ______________________My Children
Hebrews 12:6 “The Lord disciplines those whom He loves.”  

If I don’t discipline my kids:

þ	 It proves that I really _______________________________  
Proverbs 13:24 “If you refuse to discipline your son it proves you don’t love 
him.”  

þ 	 I’m participating in their ____________________________ 
Proverbs 19:18 “Discipline your children while they are young enough to 
learn.  If you don’t you’re helping them destroy themselves.”  (GN)

The purpose of discipline:
þ The purpose of punishment is to inflict penalty.  
þ The purpose of discipline is to promote growth.   

The focus of discipline:
þ The focus of punishment is on the past.  
þ The focus of discipline is on the future.  
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The attitude of discipline:
þ The attitude of punishment is anger. 
þ The attitude of discipline is love  

The results of discipline:
þ The result of punishment is fear, guilt and anger.  
þ The result of discipline is security.  

1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out all fear, because fear 
has to do with punishment.”  

When you discipline:

þ 	 Do it ________________________  
Proverbs 29:11 “A fool gives full vent to his anger.”  
Eph 6:4 “Don’t keep scolding and nagging your children, making them angry and 
resentful.  Use loving discipline.”  

þ 	 Do it __________________________    

þ 	 Do it __________________________   
Colossians 3:21 “Fathers, don’t scold your children so much that they 
become discouraged and quit trying.”  (LB)

	
4.  	I Must Learn to ______________________My Children

þ 	 Through __________________________  
Psalm 145:9 “The Lord is good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His 
works.”

þ 	 Through __________________________  
Psalm 145:14 “The Lord upholds and uplifts those who are down.”  

þ 	 Through __________________________  
Psalm 145:18 “Our Heavenly Father is near to us when we call on Him.”  

5.  	I Must þ Through __________________________  

Psalm 145:17 “The Lord is righteousness in all His ways.”  

Proverbs 20:7 “It is a wonderful heritage to have an honest father.” 
 

How do you demonstrate honesty?  
þ 	 Be ______________________
þ 	 Keep ____________________

Psalm 45:13 “The Lord is faithful to all His promises” 


