
Hello, everyone!  My name’s Cory, I’m one of the pastors here - glad you could be with us 
tonight!  We’re going to continue in our series, “The Man Who Had Everything” 
 
Several years ago, the WSJ carried the story of Harry Lipsig, a lawyer who at 88 years old 
decided to leave the law firm he had started himself and spent 60 years building up so that he 
could leave and start a new one.  When asked why, Lipsig said he “evidently wasn’t dying fast 
enough” for the men under him, who wanted their chance to run the firm.  So, at 88, he left his 
firm to start a new one. 
 
His first case with the new firm involved a woman suing the city of New York because a 
drunken police officer had struck and killed her 71-year-old husband with his patrol car.  The 
woman sued the city for a million dollars, arguing that the city had deprived her of her 
husband’s future earnings potential.  The city countered that at 71 years old he had little 
potential left for earning income. 
 
So - in an act of genius - she hired Lipsig, and when a vigorous 88-year-old Harry Lipsig 
strolls into the courtroom on the opening day of the trial, the city decided to quickly settle out 
of court! 
 
Lipsig, in this article, said he’ll never retire.  “A few doctors have recommended it along the 
way,” Lipsig told the Wall Street Journal, “but they’re all dead now.” 
 
We’re not all lawyers and entrepreneurs like Lipsig, of course, and not all of us will have this 
much energy in our 80s...  or 40s.... Or 30s... but deep down, I think we all want to live wildly 
successful lives like this, don’t we?  We want to feel like we’ve lived up to our full potential. 
 
I’ll tell you another story about a man who looks like this...  He’s 21 years old, full of wisdom 
and potential.  But the story isn’t actually about me - it’s about Gordon, he was my 1985 
Chevy Astro.  This is a van which was once, very charitably described by Grethel Alden as 
looking like, “it had been to hell and back...  more than once”.  I purchased this van for $300 
from a person’s backyard - it took about 20 minutes to get the van started so I could drive it 
home.  It died at every. Single. Stop.  That van was left to rust out in some people’s back yard 
in a trailer park in Hubbard.  I did not let that happen!  That van, after I owned it, made a trip to 
Bend and back, drove to Portland and back multiple times, drove me daily from my home in 
Central Howell to work in Silverton, towed a utility trailer with every earthly possession I had 
TWICE for my own moves, and the motor finally burned up on Keubler Rd. just past the 
intersection of Turner Rd, towing a trailer full of furniture I was helping a friend move. 
 



That van did NOT rust out, it burned out!  That’s how most of us want to live our lives - we 
want to get every last drop out, achieve as much as we possibly can, “Live up to our full 
potential”. 
 
This idea of living up to your full potential has probably never been true of anyone in history 
more than King Solomon.  Last week, we saw how God appeared to Solomon in a dream at 
the beginning of his reign and gave him one request - and Solomon didn’t request riches or 
fame or glory, He requested wisdom to perceive God’s will and do it so that he could be a 
blessing to the people God had given him to lead and to serve.  And because of that, God 
said not only will I make you the wisest man to ever live, I’ll also make you the richest.  We 
can see, all through 1 Kings chapter 4 how this worked itself out in Solomon’s life.  We don’t 
have time to read every verse or example - here’s the cliff notes version: 
 
Solomon became incredibly proficient as a: Governor (ruling the largest territory in Israel’s 
history - renowned for hearing vast opinions and discerning the best course of action), Judge 
(we saw a great example of this last week), Builder (constructing the most magnificent 
structure in Israel’s history), Financial Genius (it was said in those days that the nation was so 
prosperous that silver was so common it was almost worthless), Scientist (you can see 
glimpses of this all through Proverbs), Military Leader, Commercial Developer, “Love Doctor” 
(just read Song of Solomon - a book so insightful and epic in descriptions of love and sex that 
Hebrew boys weren’t allowed to read it until they were 18!).  He was also a prolific author and 
artist - writing over 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs - the writings of Solomon that we have in 
the Bible are just a fraction of his total writing. 
 
Solomon was, in every way, a Renaissance man.  And here’s the point I want you to see: 
Solomon’s wisdom was not just spiritual! 
 
God’s wisdom does NOT apply only to an unseen spiritual realm, it applies to the so-called 
“secular” realm as well.  Abraham Kuyper, a theologian, journalist, and also prime minister of 
the Netherlands for 4 years, says it this way, “There is not one square inch of the entire 
cosmos over which Jesus does not declare, MINE!” 
 
We need to camp here for a moment - what I’m saying is that God is not interested in 
changing your spiritual life, while leaving your “secular” life alone.  He’s not intending to 
compartmentalize you so that He can pour His wisdom into your quiet time and give you some 
goose bumps when you worship in church while you live your life like you always have at your 
workplace and in recreation, and at home. 
 



See, Solomon’s wisdom and success was so great that it gained worldwide fame.  1 Kings 
4:31 says of Solomon, “His reputation extended to all the surrounding nations.”  And a lot of 
people around the world gave glory to God because of the magnitude of Solomon’s wisdom. 
 
In 1 Kings chapter 10, verse 1 we read, “The queen of Sheba (this is modern day Yemen and 
Ethiopia - pretty far away from Israel) heard about Solomon’s fame connected with the name 
of the Lord.”  How much, I wonder, do people connect my success with the name of the Lord? 
How much do people connect your success with the name of the Lord?  This is incredibly 
instructive for us when it comes to how God intends us to use our prosperity. 
 
And this pagan queen, far from God, comes to visit Solomon, and on observing and hearing 
and experiencing His wisdom falls on her face and says, “surely God is among you.” 
 
What we are seeing here, friends, is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham to bless his 
people, to put his wisdom into them and use them as a testimony to his blessing power so that 
other nations would come to believe. 
 
And here’s the application for you - write this down: 
 
God has promised to put this spirit in you, too! 
 
The Holy Spirit is described in Isaiah 11:2, among other things, as the “Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding.”  Jesus calls out in John 7, “If anyone is thirsty, come to me and drink” and the 
author tells us He was speaking of filling them with the Holy Spirit.  Luke 11:13 says, “So if 
you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.”  James 1:5 says, “If you need 
wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking.” 
 
Why?  Why does God put His wisdom in us, why should we desire to be filled with the Spirit 
and with wisdom?  Because we’re the church!  We’re the physical manifestation of God to our 
community!  And there are unbelievers coming into our church, and 1 Corinthians says that 
upon seeing the Spirit at work and wisdom and beauty of relationship in the church, that the 
secrets of their hearts will be revealed, “and they will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, 
“God is really among you!”  Sounds a bit like that queen from Sheba, doesn’t it? 
 
This doesn’t mean that each of us will instantly become as rich and skilled as Solomon in 
everything, but together, as Jesus’ body on the Earth, church, you and I, seeking God’s 
wisdom and living it in our lives, we’ll be pretty impressive. 
 



And, like Solomon, we should not exist on the fringes of our culture - we should not sequester 
ourselves with only our music and only our movies and only our language and only our 
Christian novel series (about some Amish woman who falls in love).  We need to be in the 
arts, in government, in education demonstrating the wisdom of God.  Friends, if your so-called 
secular work places you in entertainment, or business, or higher education we need you 
there.  And we need you to show people the wisdom of Jesus in your arena. 
 
Whatever your work is - you need to ask God for wisdom and success, do what you do well, 
and like Solomon, point everyone who’s looking at you to Jesus! 
 
God gives us wisdom, He’s promised through scripture to give us wisdom as we ask - and 
that’s His responsibility.  But there is a heart attitude, a receptive nature, a foundation that we 
can all have.  So, I want to spend the last bit of our time letting Solomon instruct us about how 
to seek wisdom.  Sadly, Solomon departs from this instruction in his later years, but that is 
something Kurt will tell you about in weeks to come. 
 
In Proverbs chapter 9, Solomon personifies wisdom and foolishness as 2 different women - 
both attractive, both sitting at the city gates calling out to passersby to enter their homes. 
Here’s what it says, beginning in verse 1: 
 
“1 Wisdom has built her house; she has carved its seven columns. 2 She has prepared a 
great banquet, mixed the wines, and set the table. 3 She has sent her servants to invite 
everyone to come. She calls out from the heights overlooking the city. 4 “Come in with me,” 
she urges the simple. To those who lack good judgment, she says, 5 “Come, eat my food, and 
drink the wine I have mixed. 6 Leave your simple ways behind, and begin to live; learn to use 
good judgment... 11 Wisdom will multiply your days and add years to your life.” -Proverbs 
9:1-6, 11 
 
And Solomon describes the way that wisdom leads, starting in verse 8: “8 So don’t bother 
correcting mockers; they will only hate you. But correct the wise, and they will love you. 9 
Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the righteous, and they will learn even 
more.” -Proverbs 9:8-9 
 
We learn this: The wise person receives correction.  This is application time - if these last 
three points feel like I’m squeezing you a little, it’s because I am.  The wise person receives 
correction.  Does this describe you?  Write that question down - just write, “Does this describe 
me?” 
 



Would your friends, your spouse, your parents, your co-workers, boss, employees say that 
this describes you?  Would anybody who is your friend on facebook or follows you on twitter 
say that this describes you? 
 
Do you care what other people have to say?  Or do you fall into the trap I so often do: 
listening, not for content, not for understanding, just listening for a pause to say the thing that I 
think they need to hear? 
 
Phew!  How you doing?  Anybody convicted yet? 
 
Proverbs 17:28 says, “Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths 
shut, they seem intelligent.” 
 
Some of you, the wisest thing you could possibly do is delete your facebook and twitter and 
reddit and blog and OregonLive comment account and whatever other mechanism you have 
to “express yourself” online!  Some of you, the greatest service you could do to Jesus would 
be to SHUT UP instead of being a living, breathing, and typing testimony of the bigoted, 
closed-minded, politicized, and pompous “Christian viewpoint.”  You say, “well those heathens 
are ruining our culture by being arrogant and closed-minded and pompous” - you want to 
show them wisdom?  Stop trying to shout louder than they are!  There are days, and they 
seem to be more and more often, when I can’t even look at my facebook feed without 
breaking some commandments.  And sometimes it’s the statement, the article, the opinion 
that someone I know, someone I respect, someone from our church is posting or sharing. 
 
Friends, I would beg you, the next time you’re tempted to share a political opinion, or social 
justice piece, or “Christian” news story or blog post - would you make sure that it reflects the 
humility of Jesus before you stick your name on it and put it in front of hundreds or thousands 
of people? 
 
They won’t all be like this.  If they are I won’t have a voice left tomorrow.  I love you guys.  I 
love this church.  I love Jesus.  I want to help you be wise, I want to help you point to Jesus - 
that’s why I get worked up when I talk about this stuff. 
 
The wise person fears God. 
 
Proverbs 9:10: “10 Fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One 
results in good judgment.” 
 



Fear of God doesn’t mean shaking in your boots terrified of him - think of it the way that you 
fear the sun.  Most of us don’t wake up in the morning and think, “Oh, what is the sun going to 
do to me today?”  But we do recognize its power.  We know that it is necessary for life, but 
being in wrong relationship to it can end up in death. 
 
To fear God is to know how valuable He is in your life, how much you depend on Him, and 
how foolish it would be to get on the wrong side of Him or be separated from Him. 
 
How attentive are you to your relationship with God?  How submitted are you to His word? 
Does disobeying God’s word just make you feel guilty (it should), or does it scare you to think 
where it might lead (it should do that, too)?  Are you seeking to know His word? 
 
How healthy is your prayer life - is it as natural as breathing, because you know how 
dependent you are on His help? 
 
The wise person fears God, and places highest priority on maintaining a relationship with Him. 
 
We’ll switch gears - and hear last about foolishness (folly).  Solomon describes her, too - 
starting in Verse 13: “13 The woman named Folly is brash. She is ignorant and doesn’t know 
it. 14 She sits in her doorway on the heights overlooking the city. 15 She calls out to men 
going by who are minding their own business. 16 “Come in with me,” she urges the simple. To 
those who lack good judgment, she says, 17 “Stolen water is refreshing; food eaten in secret 
tastes the best!” 
 
This is actually not that different from what wisdom was saying earlier!  They’re both calling 
out to people as they pass by, both have prepared their house for guests, both appealing 
especially to the young.  But wisdom calls out for those who are humble and fear God, folly 
appeals to those who want immediate satisfaction. 
 
Wisdom says, “Come, eat the food and wine I’ve prepared.”  Folly says, “Stolen water is 
refreshing, and food eaten in secret tastes the best!”  In other words, “Who cares where the 
food and water came from?  It tastes good NOW.”  To be foolish doesn’t have to mean you 
hate God; you just really want something - success, romance, pleasure, a new trailer (that 
one’s for Bruce).  To be foolish means you really want something and if you have to leave 
God behind temporarily to get it, so be it. 
 
This leads to the final point: The wise person values fellowship with God above all else. 
 
Some of you are considering this right now: 



- Will I wait for marriage, or start having sex now? 
- Will I climb the corporate ladder, even if it means harming my family, or bending my 

integrity? 
- Will I seek revenge, or forgive and trust God to sort out the sin committed against me? 

 
Wisdom says, “It’s better to do things God’s way, than to eat stolen food.” 
 
Two women, calling us down two different paths, both offering happiness: 
 
One says, “Be humble, always be open to correction, assume you have blind spots, fear God, 
learn God’s word, pray often, prioritize fellowship with God above all else.”  The other says, 
“You are the one who is in the right, don’t receive correction, always assume the best about 
your own motives and the worst about other people’s, you know what’s best for you, obey 
God’s word when it makes sense, but go your own way when it doesn’t.” 
 
Both of these paths FEEL so right when you begin down them.  But one leads to peace and 
prosperity and happiness and blessing while the other leads to destruction. 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
How approachable are you? Open to correction?  Submitted to God’s word?  Studying to 
learn it?  How desperate and frequent are you in prayer? 
 
Wisdom calls out to you!  Jesus, who’s greater than Solomon is here, and he calls out to you 
to let him fill you with wisdom! 


