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The Man Who Had Everything #4

How A Believer Goes Down
1Kings 11:1-13

1 Kings 11:1–10 (NLT) 
11 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women. Besides Pharaoh’s daughter, he 
married women from Moab, Ammon, Edom, Sidon, and from among the Hittites. 
2 The Lord had clearly instructed the people of Israel, “You must not marry them, 
because they will turn your hearts to their gods.” Yet Solomon insisted on loving 
them anyway. 3 He had 700 wives of royal birth and 300 concubines. And in fact, 
they did turn his heart away from the Lord.
4 In Solomon’s old age, they turned his heart to worship other gods instead of 
being completely faithful to the Lord his God, as his father, David, had been. 5 Sol-
omon worshiped Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech, the detest-
able god of the Ammonites. 6 In this way, Solomon did what was evil in the Lord’s 
sight; he refused to follow the Lord completely, as his father, David, had done.
7 On the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, he even built a pagan shrine for Che-
mosh, the detestable god of Moab, and another for Molech, the detestable god 
of the Ammonites. 8 Solomon built such shrines for all his foreign wives to use for 
burning incense and sacrificing to their gods.
9 The Lord was very angry with Solomon, for his heart had turned away from the 
Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 He had warned Solo-
mon specifically about worshiping other gods, but Solomon did not listen to the 
Lord’s command.

1. A believer is brought down by __________________________________  

2. A believer is brought down by __________________________________  

Deuteronomy 17:17  (NLT)
17 The king must not take many wives for himself, because they will turn his heart 
away from the LORD. And he must not accumulate large amounts of wealth in 
silver and gold for himself.

Deuteronomy 17:16 (NLT)
16 “The king must not build up a large stable of horses for himself or send his 
people to Egypt to buy horses, for the Lord has told you, ‘You must never return to 
Egypt.’

1 Kings 10:26-29 (NLT)
26 Solomon built up a huge force of chariots and horses. He had 1,400 chariots 
and 12,000 horses. He stationed some of them in the chariot cities and some near 
him in Jerusalem. 27 The king made silver as plentiful in Jerusalem as stone. And 
valuable cedar timber was as common as the sycamore-fig trees that grow in the 
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foothills of Judah. 28 Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt and from Cilicia; the 
king’s traders acquired them from Cilicia at the standard price. 29 At that time char-
iots from Egypt could be purchased for 600 pieces of silver, and horses for 150 pieces 
of silver. They were then exported to the kings of the Hittites and the kings of Aram.

3. A believer is brought dow_________________________________________

1st Kings 3:1 (NLT)
3 Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and married one of his 
daughters. He brought her to live in the City of David until he could finish building his 
palace and the Temple of the Lord and the wall around the city.
“At first…they can scarcely be seen; and they seem as though you could break from 
them in a moment. Then they become silken bonds: then firmer still, until a man 
seems to be enveloped in a tangle of cables, and every cable hardens and becomes as 
iron or triple steel until at last there is no escaping…. the greatest moral catastrophes 
happen not all of a sudden, but by slow degrees.” -Spurgeon 

James 1:14-15
14 Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. 15 
These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives 
birth to death.

TWO LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF SOLOMON:

1. Solomon shows us that we need something more than wisdom
2. Solomon’s wisdom is fulfilled in a Suffering Savior, not a Teaching King

1st Kings 11:11-13
11 So now the Lord said to him, “Since you have not kept my covenant and have dis-
obeyed my decrees, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of 
your servants. 12 But for the sake of your father, David, I will not do this while you are 
still alive. I will take the kingdom away from your son. 13 And even so, I will not take 
away the entire kingdom; I will let him be king of one tribe, for the sake of my servant 
David and for the sake of Jerusalem, my chosen city.”

Hebrews 12:1-2
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of 
faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily 
trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this 
by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.
Life Point: People who succeed at getting better in this Christian life are those who 
realize that their acceptance by God is not dependent on them getting better!


