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The Shepherds Candle
Luke 2:8-20(NLT)
The Shepherds and Angels
8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their 
flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and 
the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but 
the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news 
that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the 
Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will 
recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of 
cloth, lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 
heaven—praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in highest heaven,
    and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”
15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 
“Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.”
16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the 
baby, lying in the manger. 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone 
what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 18 
All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished,19 but Mary kept all these 
things in her heart and thought about them often. 20 The shepherds went back 
to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It 
was just as the angel had told them. 

Psalm 78:70
“He chose David his servant
and took him from the sheepfolds;
from following the nursing ewes he brought him
to shepherd Jacob his people,
Israel his inheritance.
With upright heart he shepherded them
and guided them with his skillful hand.”

Ps. 23:1
“The Lord is my Shepherd / I shall not want”
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Ezekiel 34:1-6 (NLT)
The Shepherds of Israel
34 Then this message came to me from the LORD: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against 
the shepherds, the leaders of Israel. Give them this message from the Sovereign 
LORD: What sorrow awaits you shepherds who feed yourselves instead of your 
flocks. Shouldn’t shepherds feed their sheep? 3 You drink the milk, wear the wool, 
and butcher the best animals, but you let your flocks starve. 4 You have not taken 
care of the weak. You have not tended the sick or bound up the injured. You have 
not gone looking for those who have wandered away and are lost. Instead, you 
have ruled them with harshness and cruelty. 5 So my sheep have been scattered 
without a shepherd, and they are easy prey for any wild animal. 6 They have wan-
dered through all the mountains and all the hills, across the face of the earth, yet 
no one has gone to search for them.

Isaiah 40:11(NLT)
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd.
    He will carry the lambs in his arms,
holding them close to his heart.
    He will gently lead the mother sheep with their young.

John 10:14–15
“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep” 

Revelation 7:17
“For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

John 3:16-17 (NIV)
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.


