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PRESSURE
WHEN YOU’RE ASKED TO DO THE IMPOSSIBLE 

Daniel 2:1-13 “In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had a terrifying 
nightmare and awoke trembling with fear. And to make matters worse, he couldn’t 
remember his dream! He immediately called in all his magicians, incantationists, 
sorcerers, and astrologers, and demanded that they tell him what his dream had been.

“I’ve had a terrible nightmare,” he said as they stood before him, “and I can’t 
remember what it was. Tell me, for I fear some tragedy awaits me.”

4Then the astrologers (speaking in Aramaic) said to the king, “Sir, tell us the dream 
and then we can tell you what it means.”

5But the king replied, “I tell you the dream is gone—I can’t remember it. And if you 
won’t tell me what it was and what it means, I’ll have you torn limb from limb and your 
houses made into heaps of rubble! 6But I will give you many wonderful gifts and honors if 
you tell me what the dream was and what it means. So, begin!”

7They said again, “How can we tell you what the dream means unless you tell us 
what it was?”

8-9The king retorted, “I can see your trick! You’re trying to stall for time until the 
calamity befalls me that the dream foretells. But if you don’t tell me the dream, you 
certainly can’t expect me to believe your interpretation!”

10The astrologers replied to the king, “There isn’t a man alive who can tell others 
what they have dreamed! And there isn’t a king in all the world who would ask such a 
thing! 11This is an impossible thing the king requires. No one except the gods can tell you 
your dream, and they are not here to help.”

12Upon hearing this, the king was furious and sent out orders to execute all the wise 
men of Babylon. 13And Daniel and his companions were rounded up with the others to be 
killed. (Living Bible)

What do you do when you are facing an impossible 
assignment? 
1.  Don’t _________________ or be ________________________
Daniel 2:14“But when Arioch, the chief executioner, came to kill them, Daniel handled 
the situation with great wisdom

2.  Learn  ______________________________________________
Daniel 2:15 “Daniel asked, “Why is the king so angry? What is the matter?” Then 
Arioch told him all that had happened.”  

Proverbs 23:23 “Get the facts at any price.”  

3. Ask for ______________________________________________
Daniel 2:16  “So Daniel went in to see the king. “Give me a little time,” he said, “and I 
will tell you the dream and what it means.”
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4.  Enlist __________________________________ from your friends.
Daniel 2:17 “Then he went home and told Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions. 
18They asked the God of heaven to show them his mercy by telling them the secret, so they 
would not die with the others.”

5. Pray and __________________to give __________________ help.
Jeremiah 33:3 “Call to me and I’ll answer you, and I’ll show you marvelous and wondrous 
things that you could never figure out on your own!” 

A__________________
S__________________
K__________________

James 1:5-7 “If you need wisdom, ask God, and he will gladly give it to you. He won’t resent 
you asking. But when you ask him, be sure that you expect him to answer, for a doubtful mind 
is as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is tossed by the wind. People like that should not 
expect to receive anything from the Lord.”

6. _____________________________________
Daniel 2:19 “And that night in a vision God told Daniel what the king had dreamed. Then 
Daniel praised the God of Heaven.”  

þ  Honor God for _____________________________
Daniel 2:20 “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for he alone has all 
wisdom and all power.”

þ  Honor God for _____________________________
Daniel 2:21 “World events are under his control. He removes kings and sets others on 
their thrones. He gives wise men their wisdom and scholars their intelligence. 22He reveals 
profound mysteries beyond man’s understanding. He knows all hidden things, for he is light, 
and darkness is no obstacle to him.

þ Thank God for _____________________________
Daniel 2:23  I thank and praise you, O God of my fathers, for you have given me wisdom and 
glowing health and now even this vision of the king’s dream and the understanding of what it 
means.”

How this episode ends: Daniel 2:48 “Then the king made Daniel very great; he gave him 
many valuable gifts and appointed him to be ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as 
well as chief over all his wise men.  Then, at Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego as Daniel’s assistants, to be in charge of all the affairs of the 
province of Babylon; Daniel served as chief magistrate in the king’s court.”


