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ROMANS; GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS REVEALED

FINDING OUR PLACE IN GOD’S FAMILY

ROMANS 4:1-16

I. Paul looking back - Romans 3:20-22
 A.  3 groups excluded from God’s righteousness
  1. The wicked person
  2. The good person
  3. The religious person
 B. That leaves only 1 possibility - the faith person 
  1. We were all excluded
	 	 2.	But	now,	But	God	-	In	every	situation	of	life	grace	provides	us	a	BUT	GOD	
 C. Having established his point Paul moves forward to build his case

II. Calls on some powerful witnesses
 A. Abraham and David
	 	 1.	2	of	the	3	most	significant	figures	in	the	OT
  2. The other being Moses
 B. Why do I say that?
	 	 1.	The	OT	is	full	of	significant	figures
  2. They were covenant heads
  3. Those individuals with whom God made 
 C. The covenants -  Abrahamic, Davidic, Mosaic
	 D.	These	two	witnesses	would	carry	tremendous	influence	on	Jews

III. Romans 4:1-2 (NLT) 
 A. Abraham the father 
	 	 1.	Of	the	Jewish	nation	according	to	natural	means
	 	 2.	Of	a	nation	of	faith	according	to	the	Spirit
	 B.	Works	and	boasting
	 	 1.	Boasting	-	being	justified	by	our	law	works	and	good	deeds	
  2. But that is not God’s way - God’s way is grace and faith
Romans 3:27 (NET1) 
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IV. Romans 4:3-5 (NET1) 
	 A.	Paul	uses	an	accounting	term	several	times	-	Crediting
 B. Sharp contrast
  1.  Works, wages and debt - man toward God - working
  2. Faith, grace, righteousness and blessing - God toward man - receiving

V. Romans 4:6-8 (NET1) 
	 A.	David	refers	to	this	condition	described	as	being	blessed
 B. We have to believe that’s true

VI. Romans 4:9-12 (NET1) 
	 A.	Circumcision	had	become	the	heart	of	Judaism	-	Acts	15:1	
	 	 1.	The	one	thing	they	would	require	of	the	gentiles
  2. Abraham’s circumcision was a sign and a seal of faith
  3. Not the way in but the evidence of being in
 B. Paul fought against this everywhere - Philippians 3:2-3 (NET1) 
	 C.	This	battle	still	goes	on	today
  1. Not so much one religious group against another
  2. But it goes on within each one of us
	 	 3.	Our	flesh	loves	to	work	so	that	it	can	earn,	deserve	and	boast
 D. Abraham is the father of faith
  1. To circumcised or uncircumcised
	 	 2.	The	natural	lineage	is	secondary	to	the	spiritual	-	Galatians	3:7	Galatians	3:9
	 	 3.	The	difference	maker	is	grace	and	faith

VII. Romans 4:13-16
 A. Inherit the world - Huge promise
  1. Not realized by natural means or strategies
  2. By being blessed and a blessing
	 B.	If	it’s	by	the	law	faith	and	promise	are	nullified
 C. It is by faith so that it may be by grace
  1. Grace is only accessed by faith
	 	 2.	Faith	only	functions	in	grace	
  3. Faith acknowledges the provision in grace - Philemon 1:6
 D. The promise certain to all 
  1. All who will believe and receive
  2. Grace and faith are the lowest common denominator


