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LOVE IS THE ANSWER
THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

I.  MATTHEW 22:35-40
 

 A.  This is really two parts of one commandment

  Matthew 22:37-39 NLT

  B. They are dependent upon one another - 1 John 4:20   

  1.  The notion of hating a brother is striking

  2.  John defines the idea - "He who does not love his brother"

  3.  The notion of loving God being dependent upon loving one   
   another is even more striking

  4.  This brings the idea of loving God into the practical realm - 

   1 John 3:18

 

 C.  Then He does something even more striking 

  1. He establishes the standard for loving others as how we love 

   ourselves

  2. On the one hand loving yourself sounds selfish and egotistical 

  3. On the other hand, many of us would have difficulty loving 

   ourselves

   

II.  LOVING OURSELVES

 A.  I am free to love myself because I understand that the me that I love  
  has nothing to do with me.

  1.  This is an old man new man thing

  2.  I certainly don't love the old man

  3.  I am crazy about the new creation He has made me to be
  
Galatians 5:13 (NLT) - For you have been called to live in freedom, my 
brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful 
nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.
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 B. Our greatest deliverance and freedom is from ourselves

  1. The old man is a tyrant

  2. He demands we put ourselves first

  3. He operates in self promotion and preservation

 
 C. The new man has found his resting place in God and His love

  1. Because of this he is confident in God's care and provision

  2. Because he is experiencing God's love he is now free to love others

1 John 4:17-19 - Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 
have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear 
involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. We 
love Him because He first loved us.  

Loving God depends on loving my neighbor.

Loving my neighbor depends on loving myself.

Loving myself depends on loving God.


