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UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING OF A TEXT

40 Days In The Word – Part 5

John 15:1-11 ““I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it 
will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 

Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like 
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 
and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be given you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves 
to be my disciples. 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey 
my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete. 

A PROBLEM VERSE: Vs. 6 “If anyone doesn’t remain in me, he’s like a branch 
that’s thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 
and burned.”

SOME BASIC RULES OF INTERPRETATION

1. Consider the ____________________________________________

   Ch. 13 to 17 = Jesus’ final words of comfort to his disciples before his arrest. 

2.  _______________________________________________key words.

 “Love” = mentioned 9 times “Fruit” = mentioned 9 times    

       “Fruit” & “Fruitful” = 45 times in New Testament



TWEET  @scfchurch

If you are new/visiting and would like to meet a leader or have questions please stop 
by The Hub in our lobby.  We would love to meet you!

3. Interpret ____________________________________________

þ Fruit ________________________________________________

John 15:4 “Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 
me.” (NIV) 

þ Fruit ________________________________________________

John 15:8 “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples.” 

þ Fruit ________________________________________________

John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete.”

4. Look for the _______________________________________________

þ The purpose of the Bible is not to ______________,  the purpose of the Bible is to 

___________________

þ  A ______________ without a ______________ is a ______________.  

I bear fruit by:

 þ ________________________________________

 þ ________________________________________

 þ ________________________________________

Matthew 7:24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice 
is like a wise man who built his house upon the rock.”  


