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PRESSURE

WHEN YOUR BELIEFS ARE UNDER FIRE -
 Daniel 1:17-20 

 
I. Babylon
 
 A. The epitome of the world

  1. The Bible tells us that Satan is the God of this world 

  2. Therefore the world is always trying to advance his agenda

  3. Worldly systems manifest worldly kingdom
   
	 	 4.	Two	kingdoms	2	objectives
   
 
 B. Babylon University
  
	 	 1.	The	finest	in	the	world	and	the	agent	of	Satan

	 	 2.	Today	the	educational	system	is	advancing	the	cause	of	this	world

	 	 3.	I	know	we	have	many	Christian	teachers
   

 C. Daniel’s experience reveals the desire of the world

	 	 1.	Form	his	identity	-		Daniel	knew	who	he	was
   
  2. Compromise his principles - Daniel refused to partake  
   
  3. Shape his thinking - Daniel had a guard on his heart
    
 
III. Daniel models a Godly student

 A. Obviously, Daniel was a good student

  1. God used what he learned to bring Daniel into what He had in mind for him



TWEET  @scfchurch
#scfunderpressure

Missed a sermon?  No problem - all of our sermons are posted on-line:
scf.tv/media/sermons-2

	 	 2.	Daniel	understood	that	there	was	an	even	more	valuable	education	for	him

	 	 3.	Daniel	had	the	wisdom	to	properly	assimilate	the	information	he	was	getting

 B. Godly Wisdom - Proverbs 2:6 

	 	 1.	Wisdom	is	relating	to	information	from	God’s	perspective

  2. He didn’t just swallow everything his teachers were telling him

	 	 3.	He	filtered	it	through	the	already	established	presence	of	God’s	word

	 C.	The	operation	of	God’s	word	-	Proverbs	4:20-23	

  1. Two passageways into the heart - eyes and ears

	 	 2.	Continually	see	and	hear	God’s	word		

  3. Then it will be established in your heart

	 	 4.	The	heart	is	the	production	center	of	your	life	-	GUARD	IT

 D. God gave them knowledge and skill

  1. The teachers were talking and Daniel heard them

  2. But on the inside he was listening to another voice

  3. Daniel always remembered that God is in charge of who’s in charge

  4. Daniel was living God’s favor - Daniel 1:9

	 E.	Questions

  1. Do you know who you are based on God’s word?

  2. Is what you are consuming based on God’s heart?
 
  3. Have you set a guard on your heart based on God’s love?


